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7 30rn Coneress, Ist Session. 





‘Tas is the first number of the Coneressionat Giose for 
this session—the first of the Thirticth Congress. We shall 
vint several thousand surplus copies, for the purpose of 
supplying those who may sybscribe within a reasonable 
tine—say by the 10th of January—with complete copies. 

We will print the first number of the Appenpix early 
next week, and will also print several thousand surplus 
copies of it, to supply all who may subscribe for it before 
the 10th of January with complete files. The ApPrenpix | 
will be printed like the ConGRessionat Grose, and will | 
contain the President’s Message, the Reports of the Heads 
of the Executive Departnents, and ail the Speeches made 
in both branches of Congress which the members write 
out or revise. i : ‘ 

Iris believed that Congress will continne in session at 
least eight months, and that the Coneressionat GLope 
and Appenpix will each make about 1,500 royal quarto | 
wages. 


The following are our prices for them: 


For one copy of the ConGRessionaL GLoRe ........ $2 00 | 
For one copy Of the APPENDIX.........-..00eeeeees 2 00 | 
For six copies Of éither, or part of both ............ 10 00 | 


The money may be remitted by mail at our risk. Bank | 
notes current Where a subscriber resides will be received | 
by us at par. i 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION. 
—— 

SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 








Grorce M. Dattas, of Pennsylvania, Vice President of the 


United States, and President of the Senate. 


The nomes of Senators, with the expiration of the term of |' 
service of euch. Democrats (32) in Roman, and the Whigs | 
(22) in Ltulic letters. | 

From MalIne. 





| 
s Georeia. 1 











Sonn Pairfield... .ctvdcts 185] Walter T’. Colquitt......1849 
James W. Bradbury..... 1853, Jno. McPherson Berrien.1853 1} 
. New Hampsuire. Kentucky. 1 
Charles G. Athertou.... 1849 John J. Orittenden...... 1849 || 
Sila Po Halt. oan tas 1803 Joseph R. Underwood... 1853 | 
MASSACHUSETTS. ‘N "TENNESSEE. | 
N paniei Webster. ........ 1851) Hopkins L. ‘Turney..... 185) |! 
Juha Dakss ceae ds vens 1853 | Jolin Bellew... .seeeeees 1853 | 
Ruopve Isuanp. i Onto. > - 1 
\ Albert U. Greene....... 1851 William Allen.......:.. 1849 || 
John H. Ciuthké...cccces 18353) Taomas Corwin. ........ 1851 | 
4 CONNECTICUT. Lovistana. |} 
Jolin M. Niles....ce.000 1849) Henry Johnson..........1849 || 
Roger S. Buldwin ..... - (4) | Solomen U. Downs..... 1853 | 
\ VeRMONT. ye INDIANA. | 
Villiam Uphum.......s 1849 Edward A. Hannegan. . .1849 || 
Samuel S. Phelps....... 1851 | Jesse D. Bright. ........ 1851 | 
New York. MIssissiPPt. I 
John A. Dik. cv ccsva cet 1849 | Jefferson Davis......... (6) |} 
Daniel 5. Dickinson....1851) Henry S. Fuote......... 1853 || 
_ New Jersey. , Inuinois. | 
William L. Dayton,....1851/ Sidney Breese...,......1849 
Jacob W. Miller........ 1853 | Steplien A. Dougias..... 1853 || 
‘PENNSYLVANIA. “ ALABAMA. 
Simon Cameron........ 1849/ Arthur P. Bagby...... . - 1849 || 
Daniel Sturgeon........1851} Vacant.........ccee0e 1853 || 
DeELaAwaRE. Missovri. 
John M. Cluyton.....++ 185! | David R. Atchison...... 1849 
Presiey Spruunce.......1853| Thomas H. Benton...... 1851 
’ MARYLAND. ° ARKANSAS. 
ames A. Pearce... ....1849| Ambrose H. Sevier...... 1849 || 
Reerdy Johnson........1851| Chester Ashley. ........1853 
A VIRGINIA, Fvoriwa. 
sate M. Mason, ......1851| James D. Westcott. ....1849 
overt M. T. Hunter. ,.1853) David L. Yulee......... 1851 
Nortu Caronina. MIcHIGAN 
ae BE. Budger....... 1849 [Lewis Cass........ - 1851 
uue P. Mungum...... 1853} Alpheus Felch......... . 1853 || 
8 Sourn Carouina. Texas. 
Andrew P. Butier....... 1849 Ome. 5s 303 1851 || 
Joun C. Cathoun.. ..... 1853] Vueant........... 0... 1853 
_ (4) Appointed by the Go . - 
ag bora y vernor, in place of Jubez HW". Hynt | 
) Appoi 
secret iuted by the Governor, in place of a. Speight, | 
IN SENATE, | 


Monpay, December 6, 1847. 


eee with the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, the First Session of the Thirtieth Con- | 
gress commenced this day. - 
; The Senate was called to order at twelve o'clock, 
v. Ms presiding officer, the Vice President of the 
nited States, 
All the Senators were present except Mr. Cray- 
on of Delaware; Mr. Pearce, of Maryland; Mr. 
ALHOUN, of South Carolina; Mr. Bert, of Ten- 
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nessee; Mr. Benton, of Missouri; Mr. Yue, | 


of Florida; Messrs. Davis and Wesster, of Mas- 
sachusetts; Messrs. Nites and Batpwin, of Con- 
necticut; Messrs. Co.quirr and Berrien, of Geor- 
gia; and Mr. Bacay, of Alabama. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Joun P. Hare, elected a Senator of the 
United States, from the State of New Hampshire, 
for the term of six years from and after the 4th 
day of March, 1847. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented. the credentials 
of the Hon. Josern R. Unperwoop, elected a 


Senator of the United States, from the State of 


Kentucky, for the term of six years from and 
after the 4th day of March, 1847. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of La., presented the creden- 
tials of the Hon. Soromon U. Downs, elected a 
Senator of the United States, from the State of 


Louisiana, for the term of six years from and | 


of Murch, 1847. 


Mr. GREENE presented the credentials of the 


Providence Plantations, for the term of six years | 


| from and after the 4th day of March, 1847. 


Mr. SEVIER presented the credentials of the 


ernor of Mississippi a Senator of the United States, 


| Hon. Jerrerson Davis, appointed by the Gov- || 


from the Swte of Mississippi, to fill the vagancy | 


occasioned by the decease of the Hon. Jesse || 


Speight. 


Mr. BREESE presented the credentials of the 


Hon. Srepuen A. Doveras, elected a Senator of 
the United States, from the State of Illinois, for 


the term of six years from and after the 4th day of || 


March, 1847. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD 
the Hon. James W. 


resented the credentials of 


the term of six years from and after the 4th day of 


| March, 1847. 
| Mr. CASS presented the credentials of the | 
Hon. Atpnevus Feucn, elected a Senator of the | 
United States, from the State of Michigan, for the | 
| term of six years from and after the 4th day of | 
| March, 1847. 


J RapBuRY, elected a Senator | 
| of the United States, from the State of Maine, for || 


The credentials having been severally read, the | 
Senators therein named thereupon had the oath of | 
office administered to them by the Vice President, | 


and took their seats. 


The following Senators, whose credentials were | 


presented to the Senate at the last session of Con- 
gress, severally had the oath of office administered 
to them by 
seats, viz: 
Messrs. Asntey, Maneum, Foore, Hunter, 
Miiter, and Sprvance. 
On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Rep- 


| resentatives that a quorum of the Senate had assembied, 


and that the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, it was 
Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting be twelve o’clock, 
until otherwise ordered. 


On motion of Mr. CAMERON, it was 


Resolved, That each Senator be supplied, during the 
present session, with newspapers, as heretofore, not ex- 
ceeding the cost of four daily papers. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
First Session, Thirtieth Congress. 





Alphabetical List (by States) of the Members of the Thir- 
tieth Congress. Whigs (117) in Italics; Democrats (110) in 
Roman ; Native American (1) in Small Capitals. 


MAINE. Charles H. Peaslee, 
Hiram Belcher, . Amos Tuck, 
~ hd ee James Wilson. 

ranklin Clar 

David Saceeon, RHODE ISLAND. 
Ephraim K. Smart Robert B. Oranston, 
Jumes 8. Wiley, Benjamin B. Thurston. 
Hezekiah Williams. VERMONT. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. | Jucob Collamer, 
James H. Jolinson, William Henry, 


'| Hon. Joun H. Crarxe, elected a Senator of the || 
| United States, from the State of Rhode Island and 
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George P. Marsh, 
Lucilis B. Peek. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
~Imos Abbott, 

John Quincy Adams, 

George Ashmun, 
Joseph Grinnell, { 
Artemas Hale, 

Charles Hudson, 

Deniel P. King, 

John G. Palfrey, ‘ 
Julius Pockirell, ! 
Robert C. Winthrop. 


CONNECTICUT. 
Jumes Dixon, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, 
John A. Rockireli, 
Truman Smith. 

NEW YORK. 
Ausburn Birdsall, | 
William Collins, 
Harmon S. Conger, 

William Duer, 

Daniel Gott, 

Nathan K. Hall, 
John M. Holley, 
Blias B. Holmes, 
Washington Hunt, 
David 8. Jackson, 
Timothy Jenkins, 
Daniel B. St. John, 
Orlundo Kellogg, 

Sidney Lawrence, 

William T. Lawrence, | 
Frederick W. Lord, 
William B. Maclay, 
Dudley Marvin, | 
Joseph Mu'lin, 
Henry C. Murphy, 
William Nelson, | 
Henry Nicoll, } 
George Petrie, 
Harvey Putnam, | 
Gideon Reynolds, | 
Robert L. Rose, 
David Rumsey, 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Eliakim Shervill, 

John J. Slingerland, 
George A. Starkweather, 
Peter H. Sylvester, 
Frederick A. Tallmadge, 
Cornelius Warren, «* 
Hugh White. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Joseph E. Edsall, 
Dudley S. Gregory, 
James G. Hampton, 
William A. Newell, 
John Van Dyke. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
John Blanchard, 
Jasper E. Brady, 
Richard Brodhead, 
Charles Brown, 
Chester Butler, 

John Dickey, 
George N. Eckert, 
John W. Farrelly, 
John Frecdley, 

Moses ee 

John W. Hornbeck, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Alexander Irvin, 
Lewis C. Levin, 

Job Mann 

Abraham, R. McIlwaine, 
Henry Nes, 

James Pollock, 
Andrew Stewart, 

John Strohm, 

William Strong, 

James Thompson, 
David Wilmot. 


DELAWARE. 


John W. i 


MARYLAND. 
John G. antan, 
John W. Crisfield, 
“Alerander Evans, 
Thomas W. Ligon, 
Robert M. MeLane, 
J. Dizon Roman. 

VIRGINIA, 


John M. Botts, 
William rs 
Andrew 8. Fulton, 


Wiliam L. Goggin, 





Y BLAIR & RIVES. 


New Senres.....No. 1. 


Richard K. Meade, 
James McDowell, 
John S. Pendieton, 
Wiitiam B. Preston, 
Robert A. Thompson. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 
Daniel M. Barringer, 
Nathuniel Boydon, 
Thomas L. Clingman, 
John R. J. Daniel, 
Richard S. Donnell, 
James J. MeKay, 
David Outlaw, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Abraham W. Venable. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
James A. Black, 
Armistead Burt, 

Txnac FE. Holines, 
Robert Barnwett Rhett, 
Alexander D. Sims, 
Richard F. Simpson, 
Joseph A. Woodward. 


GEORGIA, 
Howell Cobb, 
Hugh A. Haralson, 
Alfred Iverson, 
John W. Jones, 
Thomas B. mien 
John H. Lumpkin, 
Alexandcr H. Stephens, 
Robert Toombs. 


ALABAMA, 
Frankligq W. Bowdon, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
John Gayle, 

Sumpson W. Harris, 
Henry W. Hilliard, 

George 8. tiouston, 
Samuel W. Inge. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
Albert G. Brown, 
Winfield 8. Featherston, 
Jncob Thompson, 
Patrick W. Tompkins. 

LOUISIANA. 

Jobn H, Harmanson, 
Isaac E. Morse, 

Emile La Sére, 
Bannon G. Thibodeaux. 


OHTO, 
Richard S. Canby, 
John Crowell, 

John D. Cummins, 
Rudotphus Dickinson, 
Duniel Duncan, 
Thomas O. Edwards, 
Nathan Beans, 
James J. Faran, 
David Fisher, 
George Fries, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
William Kennon, 
Samuel! Lahm, 
Jobn K. Miller, 
Jonathan D. Morris, 
James Ritchey, 
Joseph M. Root, 
William Sawyer, 
Robert C. Schenck, 
John L. Tayior, 
Samuel F. Vinton. 
KENTUCKY. 
Green Adams, 
Linn Boyd, 
Aylett Buckner, 
Beverly L. Clark, 
Garnett Duncan, 
Riehard French, 
John P. Gaines, 
Clurrles S. Morehead, 
Samuel O. Peyton, 
John B. Thompson. 


TENNESSEE. 
Washington Burrow, 
Lucien B. Chase, 
Wiliam M. Cocke, 
John H. Crozier, 
Meredith P. aoret ig 
William P. Haskill, 
Hugh L. W. Hill, 
Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, 
Frederick P. Stanton, 
James H. Thomas. 


INDIANA. 


Charies W. Catheart, 


George G. Dunn, 
Bishe Enmbr 


ec 
Thoimas J. Henley, 
John Pettit, 

John L. Robinson, 
William Rockhill, 
Cuteb B. Smith, 
Rickurd W. T: 
William W. Wick. 
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‘ MICHIGAN. 
Kingsley 8. Bingham, 
Robert McClelland, 


ILLINOIS. 

| 

| 

| Charles E. Stuart. 
| 

| 


John A. McCternand, 
-Orlando B. Ficklin, 
Abraham Lincoln, 
William A. Kichardson, | 


: PLORIDA. 
Robert Smith, 7 + she 
Thomas J. Turner, Edward OU. Cabell, 
John Wentworth. TEXAS. 


MISSOURI. 
James B. Bowlin, 
James 8. Greene, 
Willard P. Hall, 
John Jamieson, 
John 8. Phelps. 


ARKANSAS. 
Robert W. Jolinson. 


David 8. Kaufman, 
Tunothy Pillsbury. 


IOWA. 
Shepherd Leffler, 
Willian Thompeon. 


WISCONSIN T. 
John H. Tweedy. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 6, 1847. 


At twelve o’clock M., Bensamin B. Frencn, 
E'sq., the Clerk of the House for the last Congress, 
(and who by the tenor of his appointment contin- 
ues to hold office until a successor is elected,) rose 
and said, that as the hour of twelve o’clock had 
arrived, he would, in pursuance of usage, call over 
the list of the members by States, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the names of those present, and 
whether a quorum was in attendance, 

No one objecting— 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll by States, 
commencing with the State of Maine; when it ap- 
peared that all the members were present except 
Messrs. Kina, of Georgia; Bowpon, of Alabama; 
Brown, of Mississippi; Gaines, of Kentucky; 
Cocke, of Tennessee; Fick, of Illinois; and 
Pitispury, of Texas. 

The Clerk then announced that a quorum being 
present, it was competent for the members to pro- 
ceed to the election of a Speaker. 

Whereupon Mr. JOHN Q. ADAMS moved 
that the members proceed to the election of a 
Speaker of the House for the Thirtieth Congress, 
the members voting viva voce. 

The question being put by the Clerk, it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Dantext P. Kine, of Massachusetts, Mr, 
James A. Buack, of South Carolina, and Mr. 
Ricuarp W. Tuompson, of Indiana, were ap- 
pomted tellers, 

‘The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll alpha- 
betically, and having called it through— 

The tellers reported that the whole number of 
votes given was 220; necessary to a choice 111; of 
which— 

Mr. Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts, received 108 


Mr. Linn Boyd, of Kentucky............cce0 ces .. 61 
Mr. Robert McCletland, of Michigan............... 23 
Mr. John A. McClernand, of Ulinois........ ocevess il 
Mr. Henry C. Murphy, ot New York.............. » | 
Mr. Howell Cobb, of Georgia ......... cccccccccces 3 
Mr. James J. McKay, of North Carolina........... 5 
Mr. John P. Gaines, of Kentucky.......... 0.00005. 1 
Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll, of Penusylvania..... occcee 1 
Mr. ‘Timothy Jenkins, of New York....... o6encces l 
Mr, James Wilson, of New Hampshire............. 2 
Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania..... beeone l 
Mr. Charles Hutson, of Massaciiusetts....... becees l 
Mr. John Gale, of Alabama.............0+ ps wanes 1 

220 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Abbott, Jédhn Quincy Adams, | 


Green Adams, Ashimun, Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, Blan- 
chard, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, 
Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
Cristicid, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, 
Damel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, 
Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Flournoy, Freedley, Fulton, Gayle, Genny, Gogyin, Gott, 
Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, N. K. Hall, J. G. Hampton, Moses 
Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Hil.iard, Holley, Elias B. Holmes, 
Hornbeck, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Joseph B. Ingersoll, Irvin, Kellogg, D. P. King, W. 'T. Law- 
rence, Lincoln, Mclivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mal- 
jin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Outla Pendleton, Pollock, 
Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius RM well, John A. Rock- 
well, Roman, Kose, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck 
Shepperd, Suerrill, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Strotim, Sylvester, ‘Tall- 
madge, Thibodeaux, Taylor, Richard W. Thompson, John 
8. ‘Thompson, Toombs, Vandyke, Vinton, Warren, White 
and Wilson. , 


For Mr. Boyd—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Black, 


Bocock, C. Brown, Burt, Chase, B. L. Clark, Howell Cobb 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Faran, Featherston, Fries. 
French, Green, W. P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, 
Hill, me Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jackson, Jamieson 
Robert V. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kautman, Kennon, 
Lab, Siduey Lawrence, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClernand, 
Mciay, MeLane, Mann, Miller, Morris, Morse, Murphy, 
Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, 
Robinson, Rockhill, Sims, Kobert Smith, Stanton, Strong, 
Thomas, Robert A. Thompson, Turner, and Wick. 

‘er Mr. Mc Cletland—Messrs. Bingham, Cathcart, Clapp, 
Franklin Glark, Collins, Edsall, Hammons, Henley, Isaac 
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| E. Holmes, Jenkins, James H. Jobnson, Nicoll, Pea-lee, 
eck, Sawyer, Smart, Starkweather, Charles bE Stuart, 
| Thurston, Wentworth, Williams, Wiley, and Wilmot. 
For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. Bowlin, Brodhead, La 
Sere, Leffler, Ligon, Meade, Simpson, James Thonipson, 
| Jacob Thompson, William Thompson, and Woodward. 
For Mr. McKay—Messrs. Beale, W. R. W. Cobb, G. 5. 
Higuston, A. Johnson, and Venable. ~ * 
‘or Mr. Murphy—Mr. Birdsall. 
|| For Mr. Howell Cohh—Messrs. Boyd, Lord, McDowell. 
|| For Mr. C. J. Ingérsoll—Mr. W. G. Brown. 
For Mr. Gaines—Mr. J. W. Jones. 
For Mr. J. R. Ingersoll-—Mr. Levin. 
For Mr. Jenkins—Mr. McClelland. 
For Mr. Hudson—Mr. Palfrey. 
For Mr. Gayle —Mr. P. W. Tompkins. 
|| For Mr. Wilson—Messrs. Tuck and Giddings. 


‘| No member having received a majority of the 

|| whole number of votes given on the first ballot, 
there was no election. 

| the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
giver. was 219; necessary to a choice 110; of which 

/number— 


Mr. Winthrop received.........+++++ 9 006Phs c00ese 5D 
| Mr. Linn Boyd......... na00000asemaned Galksbaers* 32 
| Mr. Howell Cobb ..... baseana Th To ates aes’ o's 
| Mr. Robert McClelland ........cscccsesecccsseeses 13 
| Mr. MeClernand........ bossa Sescsbude dd ve crotsemn<e 
Mr. James Wilson.......... pean dos 490400959 04000 2 
Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll............66 Coes ccevcces 1 
SEE MEE San cna'ee PEROS4o te0ne os oop Pc suheee vieske Oh 
Mr. Burt..... haven susetesdds ese dvvoweee ietGsess 1 
; Mr. Harmanson....... eovbce ee . Leevesees ‘Sar 
DCRR MnO Rne ciadnic neh n a0d> tacks iivesue tance sacton.oe 


219 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Green Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, Blan- 


chard, Botts, Boyden, Brady, buckner, Butler, Cab, | 


Canby, Chapman, Clingham, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
Cristieid, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Vounell, Duer, 
Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, 


, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, | 
Fiourney, Freedley, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Gott, | 


Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hamp- 
ton, Moses liampton, Haskcll, Henry, Hilliard, Holiey, 
Khas B. Holmes, Hornbeck, John W. Houston, Hubbara, 
Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. Jones, 


Kellogg, Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, | 


Mellvaime, Marsh, Marvia, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, 
Newall, Outlaw, Pendleton, lollock, Preston, Putnam, 
Keynoids, Julius Kockwell, John A. Rockweil, Koman, 
Kose, Koot, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sher- 
rill, Slingerland, Caicb B. Sinith, ‘lruman Smith, stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Sylvester, Tallmadge, ‘1 hibo- 
deaux, Taylor, Richard W. Thompson, John b. ‘Thompson, 
Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, Wilson. 

tor Mr. Boyd—Measrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, 
| Birdsall, Black, Bocock, Bowlin, Cuarles Brown, Burt, 
|| Catheart, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, 
| Howell Cobb, Williamson R.°B. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, 


|| Daniel, Dickinson, Faran, Featherston, Fries, Frenen, | 
Green, Willard P. Hall, Rant Haralson, Harmanson, | 


Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8, Houston, luge, Charles J. 


| Ingersoll, Jackson, Jamieson, Robert W. Johnsen, George || 


| W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lalim, La Sére, Sidney Law- 
rence, Letfler, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maciay, McClelland, Mc- 
Clernand, McDowell, McKay, McLane, Mann, Meade, 


| Williams, and Wiley. 
|| For Mr. Mc Oleilund—Messrs. Bingham, Edsall, Jenkins, 
|| James H. Johnson, Lord, Peaslee, Peck, Smart, Stark- 
roe Charlies KE. Stuart, Thurston, Wentworth, and 
| timot. 


| 
|| For Mr. McClernand—Messrs. W. G. Brown, Simpson, | 


William Thompson, Wick, and Woodward. 
For Mr. Howell Cobb—Mezrsrs. Boyd, Brodhead, and An- 
drew Johnson. 
ur Mr. Wilson—Messrs. Giddings and Tuck. 
| vr Mr. Burt—Mr. Iverson. . 
For Mr. J. R. Ingersolli—Mr. Levin. 
For Mr. Hudson—Mr. Palfrey. 
For Mr. Rhett—Mr. Jacob Thompson. 
Fur Mr. Harmanson—Mr.. I, E. Holmes. 


No member having yet received a majority of 
all the votes given, there was no election. 

The roll was then called a third time, when the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 


given was 218; necessary to a choice 110; of 


which number— 


blr. Wir IG in anes ccnocewnstecrscngse.e BIO 
BGs. BOVE, « coccnsee opeacssnocsccectce coscontepbee Ot 
| Mir. MeOlernand,. ....0.0. cesses cccccccsccnecscens 
H) cri, MMAR onto bb’ sin vcees unbsesoanessanens 
Mic. RDG vitesse bcdSodbesc ics cnt ewlecd se 600s cases 
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The following is the vote in detail: 
| or Mr. Winthrop—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 


The roll was then called a second time, when | 


Miller, Morris, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Petrie, Petit, Peyton, | 
Phelps, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, || 
Sawyer, Sims, Robert Smith, Stanton, Strong, ‘Thomas, | 
| James Thompson, Robert A. ‘Thompson, Turner, Venable, | 


Dec. 6, 








Green Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, Bian- 


1 chard, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, 


Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
‘risficld, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, 
| Daniel Danean, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards’ 
| Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Pisher’ 
| Fiournoy, Freedley, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Gow 

Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Ball, James G. Hamp- 
ton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, Holley, Byjag 


|| B. Holmes, Hornbeck, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hud-on, 


| Hunt, Joseph RK. Ingersoul, Irvin, John W. Jones, Ketioyy, 
| Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, 


| Mciivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes’ 


Newell, Outlaw, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Rey. 
nolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwet), Roman, Rove 
| Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, jin. 
| gerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, Andrey 
Stewart, Strohm, Sylvester, Tallmadge, Thibodeaux, Tay- 
lor, Richard W. Thompson, Jobn B. Thompson, ‘Toombs 
|| Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilson. , 
For Mr. Boyd—Messra. Atkinson, Beale, Birdsall, Black 
Bocock, Bowlin, Brodhead, Charles Brown, Chase, Beverly’ 
L. Clark, W. Kk. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Daniel, Diex - 
inson, Faran, Featherston, Fries, French, Green, Willard 
P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Henley, Hill, Inge, Jack-on, 
Jamieson, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Law- 
rence, Lefer, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, MeClermand, 
McDowell, McKay, Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, 
Murphy, Nicoll, Petrie, Pettit, Phelps, Rhett, Richardson, 
| Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Kobdert Smith, Strong, 
|| Thomas, James ‘Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Venable, 
Wick, and Williams. 
‘or Mr. McOlelland—Messrs. Bingham, Cathcart, Clapp, 
| Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Lord, Peaslee, Peck, Smart, 
Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Thurston, Wentworth, 
and Wilmot. 
For Mr. Burt—Messrs. Bayly, Harmanson, Harris, and 
Iverson. 
For Mr. Rhett—Messrs. Bedinger, William G. Brown, 
|| R. W. Johnson, Simpson, Sims, Stanton, and Jacob Thomp- 
son. 
| For. Mr. Mc Clerncnd—Messis. Boyd, Howell Cobb, G. 
| S. Houston, G. W. Jones, Ligon, McLane, William Thomp- 
| son, and Turner. 
| For Mr. Howell Cobbp—Messrs. Burt, F. Clark, Wiley, 
| and Woodward. 
For Mr. Jacoh Thompson—Mr. Edsall. 
For Mr. Wilson—Messrs. Tuck and Giddings. 


| For Mr. I. E. Holmes—Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. 
| Sor Mr. Woodward—Mr. Andrew Johnson. 
| For Mr. Hudson—Mr. Palfrey. ? 
| For Mr. French—Mr. Peyton. 
| 


‘| Mr. Wintnrop having received a majority of 
|| the whole number of #otes given, he was de- 
| clared duly elected omer of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives of the United States for the Thirtieth 
Congress, and was thereupon conducted to the 
|| Speaker’s chair by Mr. McKay, of North Caro- 
| lina, and Mr. Vinton, of Ohio. 
| On taking the chair, Mr. WINTHROP ad- 
dressed the H 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives 
of the United States: 

1 am deeply sensible of the honor which you) 
|| have conferred upon me by the vote which has 
just been announced, ang I pray leave to express 


/my most grateful acknowledgments to those who 
have thought me worthy of so distinguished a mark 
of their confidence. é 
When I remember by whom this chair has been 
filled in other years, and, still more, when I reflect 
| on the constitutional clfracter of the body before 
| me, I cannot but feel that you have assigned me a 
| position worthy of any man’s ambition, and far 
above the rightfulreach@fmyown. ~ | 
I approach the discharge of its duties with a 





| 
| 





of their difficulty. 


ouse as fqjows: J 


’ 


profound impression atronce of their dignity and / 


branch of the National Legislature have more than ' 


| | 
| Seven years of service as a member of this 
1] 

| 


‘| sufficed to teach me that this is no place of mere 
‘| formal routine or ceremonious repose. Severe 


|| labors, perplexing cares; trying responsibilities, © 


‘await any one who is called to it, even under 
| the most auspicious and, favorable circumstances. 
| How, then, can I help ufmbling at the task which 
| you have imposed on me, in the existing condition 
| of this House and of the country? 


In a time of war, in a time of high political ex- 
citemeng, ina time of momentous national contro- 
comes before me the Representatives of the 
People almost equally divided, not merely, as the 
| votes this morning have already indicated, in their 
| preference for persons, but in opinion and in prin- 
ciple, on many of the most important questions on 
me i they have assembled to deliberate. 
| May I not reasonably elaim, in advance, from 
| you all, sqmething more than an ordinary mea- 
| sure of forbearance and indulgence, for whatever 
| of inability I may manifest, in meetimg the exigen- 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 





cies and-embarrassments which I cannot hope ‘0 
escape? And may I not reasonably implore, with 
something more than common fervency, upon your 
| labors and upon my own, the blessing of that 
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Almighty Power, whose recorded attribute it is, | House should be as simple as possible. They were | 
that “* He maketh men to be of one mind in a | not now embarrassed with the slave question, | 
house !”” '| which was involved on previous occasions: they | 
Let us enter, gentlemen, upon our work of le- || could, therefore, now frame simple rules, by which 
gislation with a solemn sense of our responsibility || the public would be benefited, and every gentle- 
to God and to our country. However we may be | man who has had experience in such matters 
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operation of the rules to the third Monday in De- 


| cember. 


Mr. LEVIN moved that the House do now ad- 


journ, 


Mr. HOWELL COBB hoped the gentleman 


would withdraw that motion, for the House had 


divided on questions of immediate policy, we are 


united by the closest ties of permanent interest and | 


ermanent obligation, Weare the Representatives 
of twenty millions of people, bound together by 
common laws and a common liberty. A common 
flag floats daily over us, on which there is not one 
of us who would see a stain rest, and from which 
there is not one of us who would see a star struck. 
And we have a common Constitution, to which 


| 


| 


the oaths of allegiance, which it will be my first | 


duty to administer to you, will be only, I am per- 


suaded, the formal expression of those sentiments | 
of devotion which are already cherished in all our 


hearts. 


There may be differences of opinion as to the | 


owers which this Constitution confers upon us; 
at the purposes for which it was created are in- 
scribed upon its face in language which cannot be 
misconstrued. 


ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the com- 
mon defence, promote the general welfare, and 


secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our | 


posterity”? 


Union, justice, domestic tranquillity, the com- | 


mon defence, the general welfare, and the security 
of liberty for us and for these who shall come after 
us, are thus the great objects for which we are to 
exercise whatever powers have been intrusted to 
us. AndI hazar 
have been few periods in our national history when 
the eyes of the whole people have been turned 
more intently and more anxiously towards the 
Capitol than they are at this moment, to see what 
is to be done, here and now, for the vindication 
and promotion of these lofty ends. 

Let us resolve, then, that those eyes shall at 
least witness on our part duties discharged with 
diligence, deliberations conducted with dignity, 
and efforts honestly and earnestly made for the 
peace, prosperity, and honor of the Republic. 

I shall esteem it the highest privilege of my 
public life, if I shall be permitted to contribute 
anything to these results by a faithful and impar- 
ual administration of the office which I have now 
accepted. 

The oath of office, as required by the sixth arti- 
cle of the Constitution, and as prescribed by the 
act of Congress of June 1, 1789, to wit: ** That I 
will support the Constitution of the United States,’’ 
was then administered to the Speaker by Mr. Joun 
Q. Apams. 

The SPEAKER announced that the next act to 
be done in the organization of the House was to 
administer the oath (or affirmation) of office to the 
other members present, and to that end he would, 
therefore, direct the Clerk to call the roll by States, 
commencing with the State of Maine. 

The roll was then cailed over, and the same oath 
(or affirmation) as stated above, was administered 
by the Speaker to all the other members present, 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was 


Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate to inform 
that body that a orem of the House of Representatives has 
assembled, and that Rosert C. Winrurop, one of the Rep- 
resentatives from the State of Massachusetts, has been 
chosen Speaker, and that the House is now ready to pro- 
ceed to business; and that the Clerk do go with said mes- 


sage. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee be charged with the 


+ egg amendment, and simplification of the rules of this 
ouse, 


The resolution having been read by the Clerk— 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL remarked that he had 
merely to say, im reference to this resolution, that 
at the beginning of the 28th Congress a committee 
was appointed for the purpose contemplated by this 
resolution—a committee of which M: . Davis, the 
late Speaker, was amember. That committee was 
industriously employed for several days, and he 
recollected that they expunged about forty old 
laws. There were many laws which nobody un- 
derstood. For his part, if others did, he confessed 
he did not understand them, and he wished to see 
this House disencumbered of a multiplicity of laws 
which wereof no utility. The laws to govern the 


nothing in saying that there | 


It was ordained and established | 
“to form a more perfect union, establish justice, | 








| would be satisfied. At present they had more || not yet adopted a resolution to inform the Senate 


that this House was organized, and ready to enter 
upon business. 
By general consent, Mr. HUNT submitted the 
| following resolution; which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of 

this House, to join such committee as may be appointed on 

the part of the Senate, to wait on the President of the 
| United States and inform him that a quorum of the House 
is assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any 
communication he may be pleased to make. 

Mr. Hunt and Mr. Cons of Georgia, were ap- 
| pointed said committee. 

The question recurred on agreeing to Mr. Tru- 
MAN Smitn’s substitute for the resolution of Mr. 
C. J. Incersott— 

When Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL accepted the 
same as a modification of his own resolution. 

After some suggestions, the resolution, as modi- 
fied, was agreed to. 

Mr. LEVIN moved that, when this House ad- 
journ, it will adjourn to meet again to-morrow, 
(Tuesday,) at twelve o’clock. Agreed to. 
| Mr. LEVIN then moved that the House do 
now adjourn. Disagreed to. 

Mr. LEVIN moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Bensamin B. Frencu be, and he is here- 


by, appointed Cierk of this House for the Thirtieth Con- 
gress. 


rules than were for their good. That was all he 
| had to say. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH suggested to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ixcersout] a dif- 
| ficulty which would arise if the course he indi- 
| cated Se te Adopt the resolution of the 
| rom Pennsylvania, and until the com- 
| — shall report the House would be without 
| rules. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. So much the better. 


We shall then be governed by the common parlia- 
mentary law, which is preferable. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH apprehended that that 
would not answer the purpose; and, if he mistook 
not, the ordinary rules of the House must be 
adopted, at least temporarily, to enable them to 
consummate the organization of the House. Until || 
rules were adopted they could have no Sergeant- || 
at-Arms, as no authority for that appointment was || 
found in the old parliamentary law. And, if he 
mistook not, there was no rule in the nature of 
the previous question in the parliamentary law. 

r. C.J. INGERSOLL. So much the better. | 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH, (in continuation.) || 
The difficulties in which they would be involved || 
would be interminable; to avoid which, he would | 
move to amend the resolution by striking out all 


after the word ‘‘ resolved,”’ and inserting, in sub- || Pending the question on the above resolution— 
} 


stance, “ Provided, That the ordinaay rules and The House, at ten minutes before four o’clock, 
orders of this House in force at the end of last | adjourned. 


session shall be the rules and orders of this House | 
until the third Monday of December, 1847, with || 
the exception (and he made it at the request of 
some gentlemen around him) of the 33d, or one- 
hour rule—[several voices, ‘* Oh, strike it out’’]— 
and that a committee be appointed to take the en- i T 
tire subject into consideration. || Say, vig: . 
Mr. BARRINGER said he held in his hand a || ,, Messrs. Barpwin and Nixes, of Connecticut; 
resolution which, with the permission of the gen- || neers of — ee ene of Geor- 
tleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Smitrn,] he would || re wT een : 
read, and submit as an amendment to the resolu- | | Mr. BUTLER presented the credentials of the 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. C. | Hon. Joun C. Carnown, reélected a Senator from 
a INGERSOLL, ] believing that it would accomplish 1} South Carolina for six years from 4th March last. 
the object contemplated by the gentleman from Mr. NILES presented the credentials of the 
Connecticut. It was as follows: _ Hon. Rocer S. Barpwin, appointed by the Gov- 
Reseleed, ‘That the roles of the House of Representatives, || CTROr & Senator from Connecticut, to 8 the vacan- 
as they existed at the close of the last session of Congress, Hf occasioned by the death of the Hon. Janez W. 
be for the present adopted as the rules of this House, ‘and UNTINGTON. ‘ 
that a committee be appointed to revise and report to this The credentials having been read, the Senators 
House such alterations and amendments therein as may be || were severally qualified and took their seats. 


wie ayo pe onc ne A message was received from the House of Re 
s ; me FP 
Mr. TRUMAN SMITH replied, that if a reso- | resentatives, bY Benjamin B. French, Esq., Clerk, 


lution were now adopted in that general form, the |) . : 

rules would become binding on the House for the || "forming the Senate that a quorum of the House 

éntire sension; and’ hones, instead: of the ‘words had assembled; that Rosperr C. Wintnrop, one of 

“for the present,” in his amendment, he had pre- || the Representatives from the State of Mafsachu- 

ferred the words ‘until the third Monday of De- || 5°** had been chosen Speaker; and that the House 
| was now seans to proceed to business. 


cember, 1847.’’ He, however, adopted the amend- . 
: ; : : : Also, that the House had passed a resolution for 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina, with \ hs appointment of @ joint committee to wait on 


; "The Clerk, at the request of several gentlemen | the President of the be rp me and afore _ 
. : : .’ || that a quorum of the House had assembled, an 
again read the resolution as amended, as follows: that the House was ready to receive any csdaines 


Resolve/, That the rules of the House of Representatives, || nication he might be pleased to make; and that Mr. 
as they existed at the close of the last session of Congress, 


be, until the third Monday of December, 1847, adapted as || Honr, of New York, and Mr. Coss,-of Georgia, 
the rules of this House, except the thirty-third rule; and || had been pee the committee on their part. 


that a committee be appointed to revise the rules, and report | Mr. SEVIER moved that the latter message be 
to this House such alterations and amendments as may be || taken up; which was agreed to. 
deemed advisable. | 


| Mr. S. remarked that the resolution of the 
Mr. TRUMAN SMITH further urged the ne- || House (inadvertently, no doubt) provided only 
cessity of limiting the term of operation of these 


| for informing the President that the House was 
rules. Ifthey adopted them indefinitely, it would || ready to receive,his message, instead of both 
be impossible to pass through this House ‘any | Houses, and he therefore moved to lay it upon 
modification of them, and in many respects he de- || the table; which was agreed to. . 
sired to see them modified. The one-hour rule ] Mr. SEVIER then submitted the following res- 
should be modified; and there were others that | olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
equally required modification, which he would not || sent, and agreed to: 
now allude to only in general terms, simply men- | 
tioning the object he had in view, and that was so 
to amend the rules and orders of this House as to 
enable the Speaker to maintain order,and make 
the proceedings of this body what they should be, 
as orderly and dignified in every respect as was the 
Senate or any deliberative body or assemblage in 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 7, 1847. 
The following Senators appeared in their seats 





en 








Resolved, That a committee be appointed, jointly with 
the committee appointed by the House of Representatives, 
to wait on the President of the United States, and inform 
him that quoruims of the two Houses haye assembled, and 
that Congress is ready to receive any communicotion he 
may be pleased to make. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER appointed Messrs. 


the Union. He had consulted several friends on || Stvier, Maneum,and Fararrerp, said committee. 
the best mode of accomplishing this, but he would |} Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution; 
not now dwell on this point. He would simply | which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
reiterate his conviction of the necessity to limit the |! agreed to : 





i 
ie 


~~ Rive 
EO ONE Gels ga 


< oe 


wo 


ee 


mar, 


7 ee 


Se eto 


Seeawe . 


Ronh ry Pe 


wha ee ge 


as 


ne 
Seay 


ee 


at 


to heel & veel. 


4 ; __ PSE CONGRESSIONAL (GL 


Resolved, Thut the Secretary of the Treasury be instruct- || Mr. Samuel Gouverneur. .......++60+4+ +++: esopen 2 
ed to communicate to the Senate a map of the country in Bir. Goarpe Mant. occ cer. cccccveces gore dceuccepee 1 
the immediate vicinity of the Sault de Ste. Marie, in the Mr. Nathan Sargent........... cree veces rene eB ence 
Stare of Michigan, exhibiting the military reservation and Ds 


the private land claims at that place; together with copies The-follcwing is the vote in detail: 
of any evidence respecting said claiins to be fodnd in the 5 


General Land Office. For Thomas J. Camp)ell—Messrs. Abbott, Green Adams, 


rw . Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, Blanchard, Bots 
J y , oO : , 
Mr. HANNEGAN gave notice that he sh uld, Royden, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, 


- on to-morrow, ask leave of the Senate to intro- |) ¢yingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Cristield) | 


, duce a bill for the relief of the heirs of John Paul | Crowetl, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel 
i Jones. Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, ——, Embree, 


Mr. WESTCOTT gave notice that he should, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 


of the ninth article of the Florida treaty, with re- || Hornbeck, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, 


Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas | 


te ee certain losses of Spanish subjects in West Butler King, Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Lin- 
rlorida. 
{ Mr. SEVIER, from the committee on the part | Nes, Newell, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendieton, Pollock, Preston, 


Se >. iol > wi ¢ j yint- || Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, Join A. Rockwell 
of the Senate, jointly with the committee appt Roman, Rose, Reot, Rumsey, St. Jobn. Schenck, Shepherd, 


ed on the part of the House of Representatives, to Sherrill, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Ste- | 


wait on the President of the United States and in- || phens, Andrew Stewart, Stroh, Sylvester, Tallmadge, 
{form him that a quorum of each House has assem- || Thibodeaux, Taylor, Tompkins, R.chard W. Thompson, 


bled, and that Congress is ready to receive any || 30!" B. Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, 
! 5 || White, Wilson, and Winthrop. 
communication he may be pleased to make, re- | py, Benjamin B. Fyench—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, 


ported that they had performed the duty assigned || Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, 


them, and that the President stated that he would || Black, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Wil- | 

liam G. Brown, Charles Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, | 
. : Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, | 
The Annual Message was received from the | Wihiamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Daniel. Dick- | 


‘make a communication to each House forthwith. 


President of the United States by Mr. J. Knox | inson, Edsall, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Frie’, French, 
Walker, his Private, Secretary. Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, 
i After tl sading of the Message had been pro- Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. 
; OT LHC TERING OF tne NAcesAge Ne ] Ingersoll, Iverson, Jackson, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew 
‘ceeded with forgsome time, Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. 

Mr. SEVIER] remarked, that the message was | Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Law- 


Sens sadvy it upon | rence, Leffler, Levin, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mc- 
vt long one, and that Senators already had | Clelland, MeClernand, McDowell, McKay, MeLane, Mann, 


their desks. He therefore moved that its further — yfeade, ‘Witter, Morris, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, | 


treading be dispensed with, and that the usual | Peck, Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Rhett, Richardson, 
‘sg: be printed; which was agreed to. 
Strong, T as, James T T s - 
‘copies of the message, and 2,000 of the message sory Theat. Winien Thomtens, Thartee, Teener, 
fand documents,*be printed. Venable, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wiley, Wilmot, 
* Mr. ALLEN suggested, that as the message | 40 Woodward. : 

was very long, and on that account might be ex- For Samuel L. Gouverncur—Mr. Isaac E. Holmes. . 


y , For Nathan Sargent—Mr. Giddings. 
cluded from many of the newspapers, a larger For George Kent—Mr. Tuck. 


‘ > or eh . , ‘ . . i 
number would be desirable. It was a document Mr. Campsett, having received a majority of 
cof very great importance, and looked for with | ine whole number of votes eiven, was duly elect- 
great interest in the country; he would move to || oq Clerk of the House of Representatives of the 
; 7 ere on 7 Clerk | ‘ Re 
amend the motion, by making it read 25,000, in- || [yjted States for the Thirtieth Congress, and 
jstead of 5,000. accordingly presented himself, took the oath of 
‘ ' nT - . . 5 , g s s ; C 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. What 4 the motion? || office, and entered upon the discharge of the du- 
Do I understand that it is to print 27,000 copies of | 4:05 thereof 
sthe message? || Y 
{ Mr. ALLEN stated his amendment. | Dram ranted ryed tags 
t Mr.CRITTENDEN suggested that the smaller || Mr. ALEXANDER EVANS offered the fol- 
inumber would be sufficient, as the document would || lowing resolution: 
ffind its way to the public through the press. || Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, immediately after 
he amendment was then fagreed to, and} the | the passage of this resolution, place in a box the name of 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 
The Senate then adjourned. 
————-—-——— time, the said pieces of paper, and as each is drawn he shall 
f J Se Rae announce the name of the member upon it, who shall then 
. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. choose his seat for the present session ; Provided, That be- 
; Tvespay, December 7, 1847. | fore said drawing shall commence, the Speaker shall cause 


Several other members appeared this day, were || ues vacant until it is selected under this order. 
? sworn to support the Constitution of the United || Wr, GEORGE W. JONES moved to lay the 
f States, and took their seats in the House, Viz: | geustation 6e'the table. 
Mr. Tuomas Butrier Kiya, of Georgia; The question was decided by yeas and nays as 
Mr. Franxuin W. Bowpon, of Alabama; || follows: Yeas 77, nays\138. 
Mr. Witxiam M. Cocks, of Tennessee;and || go the vesdbution eruas ibe Reid on the thks. 
Mr. Orntanpo B. Fickuiy, of Illinois, \| , 
The Delegate from the Territory of Wisconsin, || THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 
Mr. Joun i. Tweepy, also appeared, was quali- || Mr, HUNT, from the joint committee on the 
fied, and took his seat. art of the House to wait on the President of the 


Werte erage ys 


The first business being the resolution moved || U:e two Houses of Congress had assembled, and 
yesterday by Mr. Levin, he modified the same to |, were ready to receive any communication he might 
read as follows: | be pleased to make, stated that the Committee had 
» Resolved, That this House do now proceed to vote viva | performed that duty, and that the President re- 
Y woce for Clerk. | quested the committee to report that he would 
© ‘The resolution was agreed td. forthwith transmit to the toes a message in 


Mr. TOOMBS nominated Tuomas Jerrerson || writing. 
CampsBe.., of Tennessee. 


. eee 


: Frencn, of Washington City. || United States, which was read, as follows: 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, nominated || Fellow-citizens of the Senate 
Samve. L. Gouverneur, of New York. and of the House of Representatives: 

Mr. Toomss, Mr. Bropaeap, and Mr. Hoimes The annual meeting of Congress is always an 
of South Carolina, were appointed tellers. 


9a ae eee 


‘ 


re 


betically, and, having called it through— 


OBE. 


lournoy, | 

; ; Freediey, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Gou, Gregory, | 
on to-morrow, ask leave to bring ina bill further | Grinneti, Hate, Nathan K. Hall, James G, Hampton, Moses | 
to carry into effect the provisions and stipulations — Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, Holley, Elias B. Holmes, || 


Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Simpson, Sims, Smart, | 
seonm 2 oF St Ss C yer . ¥ 2: s c Ss 4 | 
Mr. BREESE then moved that 5,000 extra | Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Cherlés E. Stuart, 


each member and delegate of the House of Representatives | 
upon a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed, in the | 
presence of the House, to draw from said box, one ata | 


|| every seat to be vacated, and shall see that each seat contin- | 


ELECTION OF CLERK. | United States and inform him that a quorum of | 


And soon the SPEAKER laid before the House | 
* Mr. BRODHEAD nominated Bexyammx B. | the Annual Message from the President of the | 
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| of the theories of those in other countries who 
| maintain that ‘*a favored few” are born to rule 
and that the mass of mankind must be governed by 
force. Subject to no arbitrary or hereditary au. 
ae the people are the only sovereigns recoo. 
| nised by our Constitution. Numerous emigrants 
| of every lineage and language, attracted by tie 
civil and religious freedom we enjoy, and by ou; 
| happy condition, annually crowd to our shores 
and transfer their heart, not less than their alle. 
giance, to the country whose dominion belongs to 
the people. . 
No country has been so much favored, or should 
| acknowledge with deeper reverence the manifesta. 
' tions of the Divine protection. Aon all-wise Cre. 


coin, Melivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, |; ator directed and guarded us in our infant Strugele ' 


| for freedom, and has constantly watched over ouyy 
| surprising progress, until we have become one of 
the great nations of the earth. 
It is ina country thus favored, and under a Goy. 
| ernment in which the Executive and Legislative 
| branches hold their authority for limited periods, 
| alike from the people, and where all are responsi. 
| ble to their respective constituencies, that it is again 
my duty to communicate with Congress upon the 
state of the Union, and the present condition of 
public affairs. 

During the past year the most gratifying proofs 
are presented that our country has been blessed 
with a wide-spread and universal prosperity. There 

| has been no period since the Government was 
| founded when all the industrial pursuits of our 
| people have been more successful, or when labor 
| 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
j 
| 
} 


in all branches of business has received a fairer or 
| better reward. Fron. our abundance we have been 
| enabled to perform the pleasing duty of furnishing 
| food for the starving millions of less favored coun- 
|| tries. In the enjoyment of the bounties of Provi- 

‘| dence at home, such as have rarely fallen to the lot 

of any people, it is cause of congratulation that our 
| intercourse with all the Powers of the earth, except 
|, Mexico, continues to be of an amicable character. 

‘| It has ever been our cherished policy to cultivate 

| peace and good-will with all nations, and this pol- 

| Icy has been steadily pursued by me. 

No change has taken place in our relations with 
Mexico since the adjournment of the last Congress. 
The war in which the United States were forced to 
engage with the Government of that country still 

| continues. 

| [deem it unnecessary, after the full exposition 

|| of them contained in my message of the eleventh 

| of May, 1846, and in my annual message at the 
|, commencement of the session of Congress in De- 

‘| cember last, to reiterate the serious causes of com- 

plaint which we had against Mexico before she 

commenced hostilities. 

|, It is sufficient on the present occasion to say, 

|| that the wanton violation of the rights of person 

|| and property of our citizens committed by Mexico, 

her repeated acts of bad faith, through a le series 
| of years, and her disregard of solemn treaties, 
| stipulating for indemnity to our injured citizens, 
|| not only constituted ample cause of war on our 
|| part, but were of such an aggravated character as 
| would have justified us before the whole world in 
|| resorting to this extreme remedy. With an anx- 

ious desire to avoid a rupture between the two 

countries, we forbore for years to assert our clear 
|| rights by force, and continued to seek redress for 
|| the wrongs we had suffered by amicable negotia- 
tion, in the hope that Mexico might yield to pacific 
| councils and the demands of justice. In this hope 
| we were disappointed. Our minister of peace sent 
| to Mexico was insultingly rejected. The Mexican 
| Government refused even to hear the terms of ad- 
| justment which he was authorized to propose; and 

| finally, under wholly unjustifiable pretexts, 1”- 

'| volved the two countries in war, by invading the 
| territory of the State of Texas, striking the first 

|| blow, and shedding the blood of our citizens on 

|| our own soil. 

|| Though the United States were the aggrieved 

| | nation, Mexico commenced the war, and we were 

| 


| 
| 
| 





| compelled, in self-defence, to repel the invader, 
|| and to vindicate the national honor and interests 


interesting event. The Representatives of the | py prosecuting it with vi til we could obtain 
The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll alpha- || States and of the people come fresh from their con- | ine vad eneaeee anes Pied 

¢ stituents to take counsel together for the common || “Op Jearning that hostilities had been commenced 
The tellers reported that the whole number of good. After an existence of near three-fourths of | py iauienth 


promptly communicated that fact, 


votes given were 225: necessary to a choice 113; | a century as a free and independent aon the | accompanied with a succinct statement of our other 


of which— problem no longer remains to be solv 


Mr. Thomas Jefferson Campbell received. ......., 113 


: Mr. Benjamin B. Frencb............. vesseseseses 109 || Of our admirable system is a conclusive refutation || 1846, declared, that ** by the act of the Republic of 


‘ 
, * 
> 


‘ whether || causes of complaint against Mexico, to Con ' 
man is capable of self-government. The success | and that body, by the act of the thirteenth of May, 
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Mexico, a state of war exists between that Gov- | 


ernmentand the United States.” This act, declaring 
«the war to exist by the act of the Republic of 
Mexico,” and making provision for its prosecu- 
tion **to a speedy and successful termination,” 


there being but two negative votes in the Senate, 
and but fourteen in the House of Representatives. 

The existence of the war having thus been de- 
clared by, Congress, it became my duty, under the 


Constitution and the laws, to conduct and prose- | 


cute it. This duty has been performed; and though, 
at every stage of its progress, I have manifested a 
willingness to terminate it by a just peace, Mexico 
has refused to accede to any terms which could be 
accepted by the United States, consistently with 
the national honor and interest. , 

The rapid and brilliant successes of our arms, 
and the vast extent of the enemy’s territory which 
had been overrun and conquered before the close 
of the last session of Congress, were fully known 
to that body. Since that time, the war has been 
prosecuted with increased energy, and I am grati- 
fied to state with a guecess which commands uni- 
versal admiration. History presents no parallel 


of so many glorious victories achieved by any || of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, having been trans- 


| mitted to him from Vera Cruz. 


nation within so short a period. Our army, regu- 
lars and volunteers, have covered themselves with 
imperishable honors. Whenever and wherever 


trenched in fortified positions of his own selection, 


and of great strength, he has been defeated. Too | 
much praise cannot be bestowed upon our officers | 
and men, regulars and volunteers, for their gallant- | 


ry, discipline, indomitable courage and perseve- 
rance, all seeking the post of danger, and vying 
with each other in deeds of noble daring. 

While every patriot’s heart must exult, and a 
just national pride animate every bosom, in be- 
holding the high proofs of courage, consummate 
military skill, steady discipline, and humanity to 


army, the nation is called to mourn over the loss | 


of many brave officers and soldiers who have fallen 
in defence of their country’s honor and interests. 
The brave dead met their melancholy fute in a for- 
eign land, nobly discharging their duty, and with 
their country’s flag waving triumphantly in the 
face of the foe. Their patriotic deeds are justl 


grateful countrymen. The 


tended to their surviving families. 


| 


parental care of the | 
Government they loved and served should be ex- 


Shortly after the adjournment of the last session | 
of Congress, the gratifying intelligence was re- | 


ceived of the signal victory of Buena Vista, and 
of the fall of the city of Vera Cruz, and with it the 
strong castle of San Juan de Ulloa, by which it 
was defended. Believing that after these and other 
successes, so honorable to our arms and so disas- 
trous to Mexico, the period was propitious to 
afford her another opportunity, if she thought 
proper to embrace it, to enter into negotiations for 
peace, a Commissioner was appointed to proceed 


to the headquarters of our army, with full powers || 


to enter upon negotiations, and to conclude a just | 


and honorable treaty of peace. He was not direct- | 


ed to make any new overtures of peace, but was 
the bearer of a despatch from the Secretary of State 
of the United States to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Mexico, in reply to one received from 
the latter of the twenty-second of February, 1847, 
in which the Mexican Government was informed 


of his appointment, and of his presence at the | 


headquarters of our army, and that he was invested 
with full powers to conclude a definitive treaty of 
peace, whenever the Mexican Government might 
signify a desire todo so. While I was unwilling 


to ee the United States to another indignant | 


refusal, I was yet resolved that the evils of the war 
should not be protracted a day longer than might 
be rendered absolutely necessary by the Mexican 
Government. 

Care was taken to give no instructions to the 
Commissioner which could in any way interfere 
with our military operations, or relax our energies 
in the prosecution of the war. He possessed no 
Geen ae any mariner to control these opera- 
tions. He was authorized to exhibit his instruc- 
tons to the General in command of the army; and 
in the event of a treaty being concluded and rati- 
fied on the part of Mexico, he was directed to give 
him notice of that fact. On the happening of such 





A 


contingency, and on receiving notice thereof, the 
General in command was instructed by the S cre- 
tary of War to suspend further active military 
operations until further orders. 


ties, until the treaty thus ratified by Mexico could 
be transmitted to Washington, and receive the 
action of the Government of the United States. 
The commissioner was also directed, on reach- 
ing the army, to deliver to the General in com- 
mand the despatch which he bore from the Secre- 
tary of State to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Mexico, and, on receiving it, the General was 


These instruc- | 
ess! | tons were given with a view to intermit hostili- 
was passed with great unanimity by Congress, | 


instructed by the Secretary of War to cause it to | 


he transmitted to the commander of the Mexican 


| forces, with a request that it might be communi- 
| cated to his Government. 


The commissioner did not reach the headquar- 
ters of the army until after another brilliant vieto- 
ry had crowned our arms at Cerro Gordo. 

The despatch which he bore from the Secretary 
of War to the General in command of the army 
was received by that officer, then at Jalapa, on the 


seventh day of May, 1847, together with the de- | 


spatch from the Secretary of State to the Minister 


The Commis- 


| sioner arrived at the headquarters of the army 


| a few days afterwards. 
our forces have encountered the enemy, though he || 


was in vastly superior numbers, and often en- | 


His presence with the 
army and his diplomatic character were made 


known to the Mexican Government, from Puebla, | 
on the twelfth of June, 1847, by the transmission | 


of the despatch from the Secretary of State to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico. 
Many weeks elapsed after its receipt, and no 


| overtures were made, nor was any desire express- 


| resistance. 


| 


|| sioner on the part of the United States. 





ed by the Mexican Government to enter into ne- 


|| gotiations for peace. 


Our army pursued its march upon the capital, | 


and, as it approached it, was .met by formidable 


Our forces first encountered the ene- || 


t un / my, and achieved signal victories in the severely 
the vanquished enemy, exhibited by our gallant | 


contested battles of Contreras and Churubusco. | 
It was not until after these actions had resulted in || 
|| decisive victories, and the capital of the enemy || 
| was within our power, that the Mexican Govern- | 
| ment manifested any disposition to enter into nego- 
tiations for peace; and even then, as events have 


| proved, there is too much reason to believe ae 


; : || were insincere, and that in agreeing to go throug 
appreciated, and will long be remembered by their || 


the forms of negotiation, the object was to gain 


| time to strengthen the defences of their capital, and | 
|| to prepare for fresh resistance. 


he General in command of the army deemed 
it expedient to suspend hostilities temporarily, by 
entering into an armistice with a view to the open- 
ing of negotiations. Commissioners were appoint- 
ed on the part of Mexico to meet the commis- 
The 
result of the conferences which took place between 
these functionaries of the two Governments was a 
failure to conclude a treaty of peace. 
The commissioner of the 


the United States was a cession of territory. 

It is well known that the only indemnity which 
it is in the power of Mexico to make in satisfaction 
of the just and long-deferred claims of our citizens 
against her, and the only means by which she can 
reimburse the United States for the expenses of 


the war, is a cession to the United States of a por- || 


tion of her territory. Mexico has no money to 
pays and no other means of making the required 
indemnity. If we refuse this, we can obtain noth- 
ing else. To reject indemnity, by refusing to ac- 


nited States took || 
with him the projet of a treaty already prepared, || 
by the terms of which the indemnity required by | 


| 
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'| which does not provide ample means of discharging 
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must forever prevent such a peace, and no treaty 


| these demands can receive my sanction. 


A treaty of peace should settle all existing differ- 
ences between the two countries. If an adequate 
cession of territory should be made by such a 


treaty, the United States should release Mexico 


from all her liabilities, and assume their payment 
to our own citizens. If, instead of this, the United 
States were to consent to a treaty by which Mexi- 
co should again engage to pay the heavy amount 
of indebtedness which a just indemnity to our Gov- 
ernment and our citizens would impose on her, it 
is notorious that she does not possess the means 
to meet such an undertaking. From such a treaty 
no result could be anticipated, but the same irrita- 
ting disappointments which have heretofore attend- 
ed the violations of similar treaty stipulations on 
the part of Mexico. Such a treaty would be but 
a temporary cessation of hostilities, without the 
restoration of the friendship and good understand- 
ing which should characterize the future intercourse 
between the two countries. 

That Congyess contemplated the acquisition of 
territorial indemnity wher that body made provi- 
sion fur the prosecution of the war, is obvious. 
Congress could not have meant, when, in May, 
1846, they appropriated ten millions of dollars, and 
authorized the President to employ the militia and 
naval and military forces of the United States, and 
to accept the services of fifty thousand volunteers, 


to enable him to prosecute the war, and when, at 


their last session, and after our army had invaded 


| Mexico, they made additional appropriations and 


authorized the raising of additional troops for the 
same purpose, that no indemnity was to be ob- 
tained from Mexico at the conclusion of the war; 
and yet it was certain, that if no Mexican territory 
was acquired, no indemnity could be obtained. 
Itis further manifest that Congress contemplated 
territorial indemnity, from the fact that, at their 
last session, an act was passed, upon the Execu- 
tive recommendation, appropriating three millions 
of dollars with that express object. This appro- 
priation was made “to enable the President to 
conclude a treaty of peace, limits, and boundaries, 


| with the Republic of Mexico, to be used by him 


in the event that said treaty, when signed by the 
authorized agents of the two Governments, and 
duly ratified by Mexico, shall call for the expendi- 
ture of the same, or any part thereof.’’ The object 
of asking this appropriation was distinctly stated in 
the several messages on the subject which | commu- 
nicated to Congress. Similar appropriations made 


| in 1803 and 1806, which were referred to, were 
| intended to be applied in part consideration for the 
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cession of Louisiana and the Floridas. In like 


|| manner it was anticipated, that in settling the terms 


of-a treaty of *‘ limits and boundaries”’ with Mex- 
ico, a cession of territory estimated to be of greater 
value than the amount of our demands against her 
might be obtained; and that the prompt payment 
of this sum—in part consideration for the territory 
ceded—on the conclusion of a treaty, and its rati- 
fication on her part, might be an inducement with 
her to make such a cession of territory as would 
be satisfactory to the United States. And although 
the failure to conclude such a treaty has rendered 
it unnecessary to use ony part of the three millions 
of dollars appropriated by that act, and the entire 
sum remains in the Treasury, it is still applicable 
to that object, should the contingency occur making 
such soglention proper. 

The doctrine of no territory is the doctrine of 
no indemnity; and if sanctioned, would be a public 
acknowledgment that our country was wrong, and 


cept a cession of territory, would be to abandon || that the war declared by C $s with extraordi- 
all our just demands, and to wage the war, bearing || nary unanimity, was unjust, and should be aban- 
all its expenses, without a purpose or definite ob- || doned—an admission unfounded in fact, and de- 
ject. | grading to the national character. eis 

A state of war abrogates treaties previously ex- The terms of the treaty proposed by the United 


isting between the belligerents, and a treaty of 
peace puts an end to all claims for indemnity—for 
tortious acts committed, under the authority of one 
Government against the citizens or subjects of an- 
other, unless they sre provided for in its stipula- 
tions. A treaty of peace which would terminate 
the existing war, without providing for indemnity, 
would enable Mexico—the acknowledged debtor, 
and herself the aggressor in the war—to relieve 
herself from her just liabilities. By such a treaty, 
our citizens, who hold just demands acest her, 
would have no remedy either against Mexico or 
their own Government. Our duty to these citizens 


States were not only just to Mexico, but, consider- 
ing the character and amount of our claims, the 
unjustifiable and unprovoked commencement of 
hostilities by her, the expenses of the war to which 
we have been subjected, and the success which 
had attended our arms, were deemed to be of & 
most liveral character. 

The commissioner of the United States was au- 
thorized to to the establishment of the Rio 
Grande as the boundary, from its entrance into the 
Gulf to its intersection with the southern bounda- 
ry of New Mexico, in north latitude about thirty- 
two degrees, and to obtain a cession to the United 
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States of the provinces of New Mexico and the 
Californias, and the privilege of the right of way 
across the isthmus of Tehuantepec. The bounda- 
ry of the Rio Grande, and the cession to the Uni- 
ted States of New Mexico and Upper California, 
constituted an ultimatum which our commissioner 
was, under no circumstances, to yield. 

That it might be manifest not only to Mexico, 
but to all other nations, that the United States 
were not disposed to take advantage of a feeble 
Power, by insisting upon wresting from her all the 
other provinces, including many of her principal 
towns and cities, which we had conquered and 
held in our military occupation, but were willing 
to conclude a treaty in a spirit of liberality, our 
commissioner was authorized to stipulate for the 
restoration to Mexico of all our other conquests. 

As the territory to be acquired by the boundary 
proposed might be estimated to be of greater value 
than a fair equivalent for our just demands, our 
commissioner was authorized to stipulate for the 
payment of such additional pecuniary considera- 
tion as was deemed reasonable. 

The terms of a treaty proposed by the Mexican 
commissioners were wholly inadmissible. They 
negotiated as if Mexico were the victorious, and 
not the vanquished party. They must have known 
that their ultimatum could never be accepted. It 
required the United States go dismember Texas, 
by surrendering to Mexico that part of the terri- 
tory of that State lying between the Nueces and 
the Rio Grande, included within her limits by her 
laws when she was an independent Republic, and 
when she was annexed to the United States and 
admitted by Congress as one of the States of our 
Union, It contained no provision for the payment 


by Mexico of the just claims of our citizens. It | 
required indemnity to Mexican citizens for injuries | 


they may have sustained Z our troops in the pro- 
secution of the war. It demanded the right for 
Mexico to levy and collect the Mexican tariff of 
duties on goods imported into her ports while in 
our military occupation during the war, and the 


owners of which had paid to officers of the United | 


States the military contributions which had been 
levied upon them; and it offered to cede to the Uni- 


ted States, for a pecuniary consideration, that part | 


of Upper California lying north of latitude thirty- 
seven degrees. Such were the unreasonable terms 
proposed by the Mexican commissioners, 

The cession to the United States by Mexico, of 
the provinces of New Mexico and the Californias, 
as proposed by the commissioner of the United 
States, it was believed, would be more in accord- 
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rican continent, must be maintained. In maintain- 
ing this principle, and in resisting its invasion by — 
any foreign Power, we might be involved in other 
wars more expensive and more difficult than that 
in which we are now engaged. | 


The provinces of New Mexico and the Califor- | 


nias are contiguous to the territories of the United 
States, and if brought under the government of our 
laws, their resources—mineral, agricultural, manu- 
facturing, and commercial—would soon be de- 
veloped. 

Upper California is bounded on the north b 


terprising, and intelligent portion of our popula- | 
tion. The bay of San Francisco, and other har- || 


GLOBE. 
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|, we have already made ; and that, with this view, 


our Oregon possessions; and if held YY the Uni- | 


ted States, would soon be settled by a hardy, en- |) 


~w» 


| Mexico in protracting the war, must influence the 
terms of peace which it may be deemed proper 
| hereafter to accept. 


| Our arms having been everywhere victorious, 


having subjected to our military occupation a laree 
portion of the enemy ’s country, including his cape 
| Hal, and negotiations for peace having failed, the 
| important questions arise, In what manner the 
| war ought to be prosecuted? and what should be 


| our future policy? I cannot doubt that we should 


| secure and render available the conquests which 


we should hold and occupy, by our naval and mil. 
itary forces, all the ports, towns, cities, and proy. 
| inces now in our occupation, or which may here. 

after fall into our possession ; that we should press 


bors along the Californian coast, would afford || forward our military operations, and levy such 
shelter for our navy, for our numerous whale || military contributions on the enemy as may, as 


ships, and other merchant vessels employed in the | 
Pacific ocean, and would in a short period become || 
the marts of an extensive and profitable commerce | 


far as practicable, defray the future expenses of 
the war. 
Had ‘the Government of Mexico acceded to the 


with China, and other countries of the East. || equitable and liberal terms proposed, that mode of 

These advantages, in which the whole com- |, sienuaent would have been preferred. Mexico 
mercial world would participate, would at once be || having declined to do this, and failed to offer my 
secured to the United States by the cession of this || other terms which could be accepted by the United 


| territory; while it is certain that as long as it re- | States, the national honor, no less than the public 
mains a partof the Mexican dominions, they can | interests, requires that the war should be prose- 


be enjoyed neither by Mexico herself nor by any | 
other nation. | 

New Mexico is a frontier province, and has | 
never been of any considerable value to Mexico. | 
From its locality, it is naturally connected with | 
our western settlements. The territorial limits of 1 
the State of Texas, too, as defined by her laws, ! 
before her admission into our Union, embrace all |; 
that portion of New Mexico lying east of the Rio 
Grande, while Mexico still claims to hold this ter- 
ritory as a partof her dominions. The adjust- 





| ment of this question of boundary 4s important. 


There is another consideration which induced | 
the belicf that the Mexican Government might | 
even desire to place this province under the pro- | 
tection of the Government of the United States. 
Numerous bands of fierce and warlike savages 
wander over it, and upon its borders. Mexico 





| has been, and must continue to be, too feeble to || 


|, protected against them by the power of the United || 


ance with the convenience and interests of both || 


nations, than any other cession of territory which 


it was probable Mexico could be induced to | 


make. 
It is manifest to all who have observed the actual 


condition of the Mexican Government, for some | 


years 


should be retained by her, she could not long con- | 
tinue to hold and govern them. Mexico is too fee- | 


ble a Power to govern these provinces, lying as 


| these provinces being chiefly an uninhabited re- 


they do ata distance of more than a thousand miles | 


from her capital, and, if attempted to be retained 
by her, they would constitute but for a short time, 
even nominally, a part of her dominions. 

This would be especially the case with Upper 
California. The sagacity of powerful European 
nations has long since directed their attention to the 


restrain them from committing depredations, rob- 
beries, and murders, not only upon the inhabitants || 
of New Mexico itself, but upon those of the other | 
northern States of Mexico. It would bea blessing | 
to all these northern States to have their citizens || 


\| 


States. At this moment, many Mexicans, prin- || 


cuted with increased energy and power until a just 
and satisfactory peace can be obtained. In the 
meantime, as Mexico refuses all indemnity, we 
should adopt measures to indemnify ourselves, by 
appropriating permanently a portion of her terri- 
tory. Early after the commencement of the war, 
New Mexico and the Californias were taken pos- 
session of by our forces. Our military and naval 
commanders were ordered to conquer and hold 
them, subject to be disposed of by a treaty of 
peace. 

These provinces are now in our undisputed oceu- 
pation, and have been so for many months; all re- 
sistance on the part of Mexico having ceaséd within 
their limits. I am satisfied that they should never 
be surrendered to Mexico. Should Congress con- 
cur with me in this opinion, and that they should 
be retained by the United States as indemnity, I 


can perceive no good reason why the civil juris- 


diction and laws of the United States should notat 


once be extended over them. To wait for a treaty 
of peace, such as we are willing to make, by which 
our relations towards them would not be changed, 
cannot be good policy; whilst our own interest, 
and that of the people inhabiting them, require 
that a stable, responsible, and free government, 


cipally females and children, are in captivity among || under our authority, should, as soon as possible, 


them. 


If New Mexico were fleld and governed || be established over them. Should Congress, 


| by the United States, we could effectually prevent || therefore, determine to hold these provinces per- 
| these tribes from committing such outrages, and || manently, and that they shall hereafter be con- 
‘| compel them to release these captives, and restore | sidered as constituent parts of our country, the 

' them to their families and friends. 


st, and at present, that if these provinces | 


In proposing to acquire New Mexico and the | 
Californias, it was known that but an inconsider- | 
able portion of the Mexican people would be trans- | 


| ferred with them, the country embraced within | 


commercial importance of that province, and there |, 
can be littlejdoubt that the momentthe United States | 


shall relinquish their 


made by some foreign Power to possess it, either 
by conquest or by purchase. If no foreign Gov- 
ernment should acquire it in either of these modes, 
an independent revolutionary government would 


resent occupation of it, and | 
their claim to it as indemnity, an effort would be | 


probably be established by the inhabitants, and | 


such foreigners as may remain in or remove to the 
country, as soon as it shall be known that the Uni- 
ted States have abandoned it. 
would be too feeble long to maintain its separate 


Such a Government | 


independent existence, and would finally become || 
annexed to, or be a dependent colony of, some | 


“more powerful State. 


Should any foreign Government attempt to pos- 
sess it as a colony, or otherwise to incorporate it 
with itself, the principle avowed by President Mon- 
roe in 1824, and reaffirmed in my first annual mes- 
sage, that no foreign Power shall, with our con- 
sent, be permitted to plant or establish any new 
colony or dominion on any part of the North Ame- 


gion. 


These were the leading considerations which || 


induced me to authorize the terms of peace which | 
were proposed to Mexico. They were rejected ; | 
and, negotiations being at an end, hostilities were | 
renewed. An assault was made by our gallant 
army upon the strongly-fortified places near the 
gates of the city of Mexico, and upon the city | 
itself; and after several days of severe conflict, 
the Mexican forces, vastly superior in number to | 
our own, were driven from the city, and it was oc- 
cupied b 
mmediately after information was received of | 
the unfavorable result of the negotiations, believ- 
ing that his continued presence with the army | 
could be productive of no good, | determined to | 
recall our commissioner. A despatch to this effect | 
was transmitted to him on the 6th of October last. | 
The Mexican Government will be informed of his | 
recall ; and that, in the existing state of things, I | 
shall not deem it proper to make any further over- 
tures of peace, but shall be at ali times ready to 
receive and consider any proposals which may be 
made by Mexico. 
Since the liberal 
was authorized to 


made in April last, large ex- 


lood of many of our patriotic fellow-citizens has 
been shed in the prosecution of the war. 


| 
| 
1} 
} 
i 


roposition of the United States || 
| nated line, and simply hold and defend it. 40 
nditures have been incurred, and the precious | withdraw our army altoge 


This || an 


| early establishment of territorial governments over 
| them will be important for the more perfect pro- 
| tection of persons and property; and I recommend 
that such territorial governments be established. 
It will promote peace and tranquillity among the 
| inhabitants, by allaying all apprehensions that 
_ they may still entertain of being again subjected 
to the jurisdiction of Mexico. 4 invite the early 
and favorable consideration of Congress to this 
ee subjéct. 
ides New Mexico and the Californias, there 
are other Mexican provinces which have been re- 
| duced to our possession by conquest. These other 
| Mexican provinces are now governed by our mil- 
_ itary and naval commanders, under the general 
authority which is conferred upon a conqueror by 


| the laws of war. They should continue to be held 
our troops. \| 


as a means of coercing Mexico to accede to just 
terms of peace. Civil as well as military officers 


| are required to conduct.such a government. Ade- 


| quate compensation, to be drawn from contribu- 
tions levied on the enemy, should be fixed by law 
for such officers as may be thus employed. What 
| further provision may become necessary, 
what final disposition it may be proper to make 
of them, must depend on the future progress of 
| the war, and the course which Mexico may think 
vo hereafter to pursue. 
ith the views I entertain, I cannot favor the 
policy which has been suggested, either to with- 
draw our army altogether, or to retire to a desig- 





ther from the conquests 
they have made by deeds of unparalleled bravery, 
at the expense of so much blood and treasure, 


| consideration, and the obstinate perseverance of ih im a just war on our part, and one which, by the 

















— VT — 
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act of the enemy, we could not honorably have | 
avoided, would be to degrade the nation in its own 
estimation and in that of the world. 

To retire to a line, and simply hold and defend 
it, would not terminate the war. On the contrary, 
jt would encourage Mexico to persevere, and tend 
to protract it indefinitely. It is not to be ex pected 
that Mexico, after refusing to establish such a line 
as a permanent boundary, when our victorious 
army are in possession of her capital, and in the 
heart of her country, would permit us to hold it 
without resistance. That she would continue the | 
war, and in the most harassing and annoying 
forms, there can be no doubt. border warfare 
of the most savage character, extending over a 
jong line, would be unceasingly waged, It would | 
require a large army to be kept constantly in the 
field, stationed 6 pare and garrisons along such a — 
line, to protect and defend it. Theenemy, relieved 
from the pressure of our arms on his coasts and in 
the populous parts of the interior, would direct his 
attention to this line, and, selecting an isolated post 
for attack, would concentrate his forces upon it. | 
This would be a condition of affairs which the 
Mexicans, pursuing their favorite system of guer- || 
rilla warfare, would probably prefer to any other, |, 
Were we to assume a defensive attitude on such a 
line, all the advantages of such a state of war would 
be on the side of the enemy. We could levy no | 
contributions upon him, or in any other way make | 
him feel the pressure of the war, but must remain || 
inactive and await his approach, being in constant | 
uncertainty at what point on the line, or at what 
time, he might make an assault. He may assem- 
ble and organize an overwhelming force in the inte- | 
rior, on his own side of the line, and, concealing | 
his purpose, make a sudden assault upon some one 


of our posts, so distant from any other as to pre- || 
vent the possibility of timely succor or reinforce- | 
ments; and in this way our gallant army would |) 
be exposed to the danger of being cut off in detail; 
or if, by their unequalled bravery and prowess | 
everywhere exhibited during this war, they should 


one post may be too small to pursue him. If the | 
enemy be.repulsed in one attack, he would have | 
nothing to do but to retreat to his own side of the | 
line, and, being in no fear of a pursuing army, may | 
reinforce himself at leisure, for another attack on | 
the same or some other post. 
the ine between our posts, make rapid incursions 
into the country which we hold, murder the in- 


retreat to the interior before a sufficient force can | 


be concentrated to pursue him. Such would prob- | 





iT 


if 
| 
| 





government adapted to her condition, be a free, 


| 


independent, and prosperous Republic. The Uni- 
ted States were the first among the nations to recog- 
nise her independence, and have always desired 


to be on terms of amity and good neighborhood 


with her. This she would not suffer. 
own conduct we have been compelled to engage in 
the present war. In its prosecution, we seek not 
her overthrow as a nation; but, in vindicating our 


emands against her. We demand an hon- 


j 
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withdrawn before a peace was concluded, that the 
Mexican people, wearied with successive revolu- 


|| tions, and deprived of protection for their persons 
,, and property, might at length be inclined to yield 


| to foreign infiuences, and to cast themselves into 


By her |) 


} 


, national honor, we seek to obtain redress for the | 
wrongs she has done us, and indemnity for our | 
just de 


orable peace; and that peace must bring with it | 


indemnity for the past, and security for the future. 


Hitherto Mexico has refused all accommodation | 


by which such a peace could be obtained. 


to victory, from the commencement of the war, it 


has always been with the olive-branch of peace in | 


their hands; and it has been in the power of Mex- 


ing it. 

One great obstacle to the attainment of peace 
has, undoubtedly, arisen from the fact that Mexico 
has been so long held in subjection by one faction 
or military usurper after another, and such has 


| been the condition of insecurity in which their 
|| successive governments have been placed, that 


each has been deterred from making peace, lest, 
for this very cause, a rival faction might expel it 


1 | nent, from ocean to ocean. 
Whilst our armies have advanced from victory || 


the arms of some European monarch for protec- 
tion from the anarchy and suffering which would 
ensue. This for our own safety, and in pursu- 
ance of our established policy, we should be tom- 
pee to resist. We could never consent that 
Mexico should be thus converted into a monarchy 
governed by a foreign prince. 

Mexico is our near neighbor, and her bounda- 
ries are coterminous with our own, through the 
whole extent across the North American conti- 
Both politically and 
commercially, we have the deepest interest in her 
regeneration and prosperity. Indeed, it is impos- 
sible that, with any just regard to our own safety, 


t > pt | we can ever become indifferent to her fate. 
Ico, at every step, to arrest hostilities by accept- | 


It may be that the Mexican Government and 


|, people have misconstrued or misunderstood our 
'| forbearance, and our objects, in desiring to con- 
|| clude an amicable adjustment of the existing dif- 
'| ferences between the two countries. They may 
|| have supposed that we would submit to terms de- 
|| grading to the nation; or they may have drawn 
| false inferences from the supposed division of 
| opinion in the United States on the subject of the 


' 


from power. Such was the fate of President Her- | 


rera’s administration in 1845, for being disposed 
even to listen to the overtures of the United States 
to prevent the war, as is fully confirmed by an of- 
ficial correspondence, which took place in the 
month of August last, between him and his gov- 


| ernment, a copy of which is herewith communi- 


cated. ‘* For this cause alone, the revolution 


war, and may have calculated to gain much by 
rotracting it; and, indeed, that we might ultimate- 


'| ly abandon it altogether, without insisting on any 


which displaced him from power was set on foot”’ | 


by General Paredes, 


There can be no doubt that the peaceable and 


} 
| 
| 

|| well-disposed inhabitants of Mexico are convinced 

repulse the enemy, their numbers stationed at any 
| 

| 

| 


clude an honorable peace with the United States; 


but the apprehension of becoming ihe victims of | 
faction or usurper ay have pre- || 

ings by any | 
|| public act. The removal of any such apprehen- || 
He may, too, cross | 


some militar 
vented them from manifesting their fee 


sion would probably cause them to speak fheir 


distracted and divided by contending factions, and 


v. Government subject to constant changes by suc- } 


cessive revolutions, the continued successes of our 


ably be the harassing character of a mere defensive || arms may fail to secure a satisfactory peace. In 


war on our part. 


If our forces, when attacked, or || such event, it may become proper for our com- 


threatened with attack, be permitted to cross the || manding generals in the field to give encourage- 
line, drive back the enemy, and conquer him, this |; ment and assurances of protection to the friends 


would beagain to invade the enemy’s country, after 


having lost all the advantages of the conquests we 


have already made, by having voluntarily aban- 1 
doned them. To hold sucha line successfully and | 
in security, it is far from being certain that it would | 
not require as large an army as would be neces- || 
sary to hold all th 


made, and to continue the prosecution of the war 
in the heart of the enemy’s country. It is also 
far from being certain that the expenses of the war 
would be diminished by such a policy. 

_T am persuaded that the best means of vindica- 
ung the national honor and interest, and of bring- | 
ing the war to an honorable close, will be to prose- | 
cute it with increased energy and power in the | 
vital parts of the enemy’s country. 

In my annual m 
ber last, I declared that ‘‘ the war has not been | 
waged with a view to conquest; but, having been 
commenced by Mexico, it has been carried into 
the enemy’s country, and will be vigorously pros-._ 
ecuted there, with a view to obtain an honorable | 
peace, and thereby secure ample indemnity for | 
the expenses of the war, as well as to our much- 
injured citizens, who hold large pecuniary de- 
mands against Mexico.’’ Such, in my judgment, 
continues to be our CUS. PE -nnee the only | 
policy which will probably secure a permanent 





ce, 

It has never. been contemplated by me, as an | 
one of the war, to make a permanent, conquest | 
of the Republic of Mexico, or to annihilate her | 
Separate existence as an independent nation. On 
the contrary, it has ever been my desire that she 
should maintain her nationality, and, under a good | 


} 


e conquests we have already || such be the result, the war which Mexico has 


to Congress of Decem- || 


of peace in Mexico in the establishment and main- 
tenance of a free republican Government of their 
own choice, able and willing to conclude a peace 
which would be just to them, and secure to us the 
indemnity we demand. This may become the 
only mode of obtaining such a peace. Should 


forced upon us would thus be converted into an 
enduring blessing to herself. After finding her 
torn and distracted by factions, and ruled by mili- 
| tary usurpers, we should then leave her with a 
| republican Government in the enjoyment of real 
indepen@tnce and domestic peace and prosperity, 
| performing all her relative duties in the great fami- 
fF of n#*.vas, and pee her own happiness 
| by wise laws and their faithful execution. 
| If, after affording this encouragement and pro- 
tection, and after all the persevering and sincere 
| efforts we have made, from the moment Mexico 
| commenced the war, and prior to that time, to ad- 
| Just our differences with her, we shall ultimatel 


| means in pursuit of peace, and must continue to 
| occupy her country with our troops, taking the 
full measure of indemnity into our own hands, 
and must enforce the terms which our honor de- 
man 
| "To act otherwise, in the existing state of things 
in Mexico, and to withdraw our army withouta 
peace, would not only leave all the wrongs of 
which we complain unredressed, but would be the 
signal for new and fierce civil dissensions and new 
revolutions—all alike hostile to peaceful relations 
with the United States. 
Besides, there is danger, if. our troops were 


' Such may be the condition | 
| of insecurity of the present Government. 


indemnity, territorial or otherwise. Whatever 


_may be the false impressions under which they 
| have acted, the adoption and prosecution of the en- 


| 
' 





er policy proposed must soon undeceive them. 
n the future prosecution of the war, the enemy 
must be made to feel its pfessure more than they 
have heretofore done. t its commencement, it 
was deemed: proper to conduct it in a spirit of for- 
bearance and Westaliey. With this end in view, 


| early measures were adopted to conciliate, as far 


With a people || 


} 





| 
| 


| 





| 


ais ' \ | asa state of war would permit, the mass of the 
that it is the true interest of their country to con- | 


Mexican population; to convince them that the war 
was waged not against the peaceful inhabitants of 
Mexico, but against their faithless Government, 
which had commenced hostilities; to remove from 
their minds the false impressions which their de- 
signing and interested rulers had artfully attempted 


Y | to make, that the war on our part was one of con- 
|| sentiments freely, and to adopt the measures neces- || 


_ sary for the restoration of peace. 
habitants, commit depredations on them, and then || 


quest; that it was a war against their religion and 
their churches, which were to be desecrated and 
overthrown, and that their rights of person and 
private Eropetyy would be violated. To remove 
these false impressions, our commanders in the 
field were directed scrupulously to respect their 
religion, their churches, and their church property, 
which were in no manner to be violated; they were 
directed also to respect the rights of persons and 
property of all who should not take up arms against 
us. 


Assurances to this effect were given to the Mex- 
ican people by Major General Taylor, in a procla- 
mation issued in pursuance of instructions from 
the Secretary of War, in the month of June, 1846, 
and again by Major General Scott, who acted upon 
his own convictions of the propriety of issuing iit 


| in a proclamation of the eleventh of May, 1847. 


In this spirit of liberality and conciliation, and 
with a view to prevent the body of the Mexican 
population from taking up arms against «>, was 
the war conducted on our part. Provisions and 
other supplies furnished to our army by Mexican 
citizens were paid for at fair and liberal prices 
agreed upon by the parties. After the lapse of a 
few months, it became apparent that these assu- 
rances, and this mild treatment, had failed to pro- 
duce the desired effect upon the Mexican popula- 
tion. While the war had been conducted.on our 


| part according to the most humane and libefal prin- 
fail, then we shall have exhausted all honorable 


ciples observed by civilized nations, it was waged 
in a far different spirit on the part of Mexico. 
Not appreciating our forbearance, the Mexican 
ple generally became hostile to the United 
tates, and availed themselves of every opportu- 
nity to commit the most savage excesses upon our 
troops. Large numbers of the population took 
uparms, and, engaging in guerrilla warfare, robbed 
and murdered in the most eruel manner individual 
soldiers, or small parties, whom accident or other 
causes had separated from the main body of our 
army; bands of guerrilleros and robbers infested 
the roads, harassed our trains, and, whenever it 
was in their power, cut off our supplies. 
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The Mexicans having thus shown themselves 
to be wholly incapable of appreciating our forbear- 
ance and liberality, it was deemed proper to change 
the manner of conducting the war, by making 
them feel its pressure according to the usages ob- 
served under similar circumstances by all other 
civilized nations. 

Accordingly, as early as the twenty-second of 
September, 1846, inStructions were given by the 
Seeretary of War to Major General ‘Taylor to 
“draw supplies’’ for our army ‘from the enemy, 
without paying for them, and to require contribu- 
tions for its support,”’ if in that way he was satis- 
fied he could **getabundant supplies for his forces.”’ 
In directing the execution of these instructions, 
much was necessarily left to the discretion of the 
commanding officer, who was best acquainted with 
the circumstances by which he was surrounded, 
the wants of the army, and the practicability of 
enforcing the measure. 

General Taylor, on the twenty-sixth of October, 
1846, replied, from Monterey, that ** it would have 
been impossible hitherto, and is so now, to sustain 
the army to any exten€ by forced contributions of 
money or supplies.”” For the reasons assigned 
by him, he did not adopt the policy of his instruc- 
tions, but declared his readiness to do so, * should 
the army, in its future operations, reach a portion 
of the country which may be made to supply the 
troops with sdveenee He continued to pay for 
the articles of supply which were drawn from the 
enemy's country. 

Similar instructions were issued to Major Gen- 
eral Scott on the third of April, 1847, who replied, 
from Jalapa, on the twentieth of May, 1847, that, 
if it be expected that “the army ts to support 
itself by forced contributions levied upon the coun- 
try, we may ruin and exasperate the inhabitants, 
and starve ourselves.’’? The same discretion was 


iven to him that had been to General Taylor | 


in this respect. General Scott, for the reasons 
assigned by him, also continued to pay for the 
articles of supply for the army which were drawn 
from the enemy. 

After the army had reached the heart of the 
most wealthy portion of Mexico, it was supposed 
that the obstacles which had before that time pre- 
vented it would not be such as to render impracti- 
cable the levy of forced contributions for its sup- 
port; and on the first of September, and again on 
the sixth of October, 1847, the order was repeated 
in despatches addressed by the Secretary of War 


to General Scott,and his attention was again called | 


to the importance of making the enemy bear the 
burdens of the war by requiring them to furnish 
the means of supporting our army; and he was 
directed to adopt this policy, unless, by doing so, 
there was danger of depriving the army of the ne- 
cessary supplies. Copies of these despaches were 
forwarded to General Taylor for his government. 
On the thirty-first of March last, I caused an 


order to be issued to our military and naval com- | 


manders to levy and collect a military contribution 
upon all vessels and merchandise which might en- 


. . *s* ' 
ter any of the ports of Mexico in our military oc- | 


cupation, and to apply such contributions towards 
defraying the expenses of the war. By virtue of 
the right of conquest and the laws of war, the con- 


queror, consulting his own safety or convenience, | 


may either exclude foreign commerce altogether 
from all such ports, or permit it upon such terms 
and conditions as he may prescribe. Before the 
principal ports of Mexico were blockaded by our 


navy, the revenue derived from impost duties, un- | 


der the laws of Mexico, was paid into the Mexi- 
can treasury. After these ports had fallen into 
our military possession, the blockade was raised, 
and’ commerce with them permitted upon pre- 
scribed terms and conditions. They were opened 
to the trade of all nations upon the payment of du- 
ties more moderate in their amount than those 
which had been previously levied by Mexico; and 


the revenue, which was formerly paid into the | 


Mexican treasury, was directed to be collected by 
our military and naval officers, and applied to the 
use of our army and navy. Care was taken that 
the officers, soldiers, and sailors of our army and 
navy should be exempted from the operations of 
the order; and as the merchandise imported upon 
which the order operated must be consumed by 
Mexican citizens, the contributions exacted were, 
in effect, the seizure of the public revenues of 


Mexico, and the application of them to our own | 
‘' been placed, and*the desire on the part of my pre- 


use. In directing this measure, the object was to 





compel the enemy to contribute, as far as practi- | 


cable, towards the expenses of the war. 
For the amount of contributions which have been 
levied in this form, I refer you to the accompany- 


ing reports of the Secretary of War and of the Sec- | 
retary of the Navy, by which it appears that a | 


sum exceeding half a million of dollars has been 
collected, 

This amount would eee 
much larger, but for the difficulty of keeping open 
communications between the coast and the interior, 


"so as to enable the owners of the merchandise im- 


ported, to transport and vend it to the inhabitants 
of the country. It is confidently expected that 
this difficulty will, toa great extent, be soon re- 


moved by our increased forces which have been || 


sent to the field. 


have been | 


Measures have recently been adopted ieee 


the internal as well as external revenues of 
in all places in our military occupation, will be 
seized and appropriated to the use of our army 
and navy. 


exico, | 


The policy of levying upon the enemy contribu- | 
tions in every form, consistently with the laws of | 


nations, which it may be practicable for our mili- 


tary commanders to adopt, should, in my judg- | 


ment, be rigidly enforced, and orders to this effect | 


have accordingly been given. By such a policy, 
at the same time that our own treasury will be re- 
lieved. from a heavy drain, the Mextcan people 
will be made to feel the burdens of the war, and, 
consulting their own interests, may be induced the 
more readily to require their rulers to accede toa 
just peace. 

Afier the adjournment of the last session of Con- 
gress, events transpired in the prosecution of the 


war which, in my judgment, required a greater 


number of troops in the field than had been antici- 
pated. ‘The strength of the army was accordingly 
increased by “‘accepting” the services of all the 
volunteer forces authorized by the act of the thir- 


teenth of May, 1846, without putting a construc- | 


. / . 
tion on that act, the correctness of which was se- 
riously questioned. The volunteer forces now in 


the field, with those which had been “accepted,” | 
to **serve for twelve months,”’ and were discharged 


at the end of their term of service, exhaust the 
fifty thousand men authorized by that act. Had 


| it been clear that a proper construction of the act | 


warranted it, the services of an additional number 


| would have been called forand accepted; but doubts 
| existing upon this point, the power was not exer- 


| upon the conclusion and ratification of a treaty of |) 
| peace. 


cised. 
It is deemed important that Congress should, 


at an early period of their session, confer the au- | 


thority to raise an additional regular force to serve 
during the war with Mexico, and to be discharged 


I invite the attention of Congress to the !|' can citizen, would be rigorously exacted. 











decessors, as well as myself, :to grant them the 
utmost indulgence, have hitherto prevented these 
claims from being urged in a manner demanded by 
strict justice. The time has arrived when they 
ought to be finally adjusted and liquidated, any 
efforts are now making for that purpose. 

It is proper to inform you that the Government 
of Peru has in good faith paid the first two instal. 
ments of the indemnity of thirty thousand dollars 

each, and the greater portion of the interest due 
thereon, in execution of the convention between 
that Government and the United States, the ratif. 
cations of which were exchanged at Lima on the 
thirty-first of October, 1846. The Attorney Gene. 
ral of the United States, early in August last, com. 
pleted the adjudication of the claims under this 
convention, and made his report thereon, in pur. 
suance of the act of the eighth of August, 1844, 
The sums to which the claimants are respectively 
entitled, will be paid on demand at the Treasury, 

I invite the early attention of Congress to the 
present condition of our citizens in China. UWader 
our treaty with that Power, American citizens are 

withdrawn from the jurisdiction, whether civil or 
criminal, of the Chinese Government, and placed 
_ under that of our public functionaries in that coun- 
try. By these alone can our citizens be tried and 
punished for the commission of any crime; by 
these alone can questions be decided between them, 
involving the rights of person and property; and 
_by these alone can contracts be enforced, into 
which they may have entered with the citizens or 
subjects of foreign Powers. The merchant vessels 
of the United States lying in the waters of the five 
ports of China open to foreign commerce are under 
| the exclusive jurisdiction of officers of their own 
Government. Until Congress shall establish com- 
petent tribunals to try and punish crimes, and to 
| exercise jurisdiction in civil cases in China, Ameri- 
can citizens there are subject to no law whatever. 
| Crimes may be committed with impunity, and 
debts may be contracted without any means to en- 
force their payment. Inconveniences have already 
resulted from the‘omission of Congress to legislate 
, upon the subject, and still greater are apprehended. 
The,British authorities in China have already com- 
plained that this Government has not provided for 
the punishment of crimes, or the enforcement of 
contracts against American citizens in that country, 
whilst their Government has established tribunals 
by which an American citizen can recover debts 
duc from British subjects. 

Accustomed as the Chinese are to summary jus- 
tice, they could not be made to comprehend why 
criminals who are citizens of the United States 
should escape with impunity, in violation of treaty 
| obligations, whilst the punishment of a Chinese, 
who had committed any crime against an Ameri- 
Indeed 


views presented by the Secretary of War in his || the consequences might be fatal to American citi- 


eure: upon this subject. 
recommend, also, that authority be given b 


such time and to such extent as the emergencies 
of the service may require. 

In prosecuting the war with Mexico, whilst the 
utmost care has been taken to avoid every just 
cause of complaint on the part of neutral nations, 


' and none has been given, liberal privileges have 


been granted to their commerce in the pogts of the 
enemy in our military occupation. 

The difficulty with the Brazilian Government, 
which at one time threatened to interrupt the friend- 
ly relations between the two countries, will, I trust, 
be speedily adjusted. 
that an Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 


| potentiary to the United States will shortly be ap- 


pointed by his Imperial Majesty; and it is hoped 


that he will come instructed and prepared to ad- 
|.just all remaining differences between the two Gov- 


ernments in a manner acceptable and honorable to 
both. In the meantime, I have every reason to 
Believe that nothing will occur to interrupt our am- 
icable relations with Brazil. 

It has been my constant effort to maintain and 
cultivate the most intimate relations of friendshi 
with all the independent Powers of South Ameri- 
ca; and this ert has been attended with the 
happiest results. It is true, that the settlement 


-and payment of many just claims of American 


citizens against these nations have been ae 
layed. The peculiar position in which they have 


I have received information | 


| 
| 





zens in China, should a flagrant crime be commit- 


|! y | ted by any one of them upon a Chinese, and should 
| law to call for and accept the services of an addi- | 


tional number of volunteers, to be exercised at | 


trial and punishment not follow according to the 
| requisitions of the treaty. This might disturb, if 
not destroy, our friendly relations with that em- 


|| pire, and cause an interruption of our valuable 


| commerce. 
| Our treaties with the Sublime Porte, Tripoli, 
Tunis, Morocco, and Muscat, also require the 
legisiation of Congress to carry them into execu- 
tion, though the necessity for immediate action 
| may not beso urgent as in regard to China. 

The Secretary of State has submitted an esti- 
mate to defray the expense of opening diplomatic 
relations with the Papal States. The interesting 
political events now in progress in these States, a8 
well as a just regard to our commercial interests, 
| have, in my opinion, rendered such a measure 
| highly expedient. 

pw ee have also been submitted for the out- 
fits and salaries of chargés des affaires to the Repub- 
lics of Bolivia, Guatemala, and Ecuador. The 
manifest importance of cultivating the most friendly 
relations with all the independent States upon this 
continent has induced me to recommend appro- 
priations necessary for the maintenance of these 
missions. . ea 

I recommend to Congress that an appropriation 
| be made, to be paid to the Spanish Government, 
| for the purpose of distribution among the claim- 
| ants in “* the Amistad case.” I entertain the con- 
viction that this is due to Spain under the treaty 
of the twentieth of October, 1795; and, moreover, 
that, from the earnest manner in which the claim 
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continues to be urged, so long as it shall remain | 
unsettled, it will be a source of irritation and dis- 
cord between the two countries, which may prove 
highly prejudicial to the interests of the United 
States. Good policy, no less than a faithful com- | 
pliance with our treaty obligations, requires that 
the inconsiderable appropriation demanded should 
de. 
A detailed statement of the condition of the || 
finances will be presented in the annual report of || 
the Secretary of the Treasury. The imports for 
the last fiscal year, ending on the thirtieth of June, | 
1847, were of the value of one hundred and forty- 
six million five hundred and forty-five thousand 
six hundred and thirty-eight dollars; of which the 
amount exported was eight million eleven thou- || 
sand one hundred and fifty-eight dollars, cas 
one hundred and thirty-eight million five hundre 
and thirty-four thousand four hundred and eighty | 
dollars in the country for domestic use. The 
value of the exports for the same period was one 
hundred and fifty-eight million six hundred and 
forty-eight thousand six hundred and twenty-two | 
dollars; of which one hundred and fifty million | 
six hundred and thirty-seven thousand four hun- | 
dred and sixty-four dollars consisted of domestic | 
productions, and eight million eleven thousand 
one hundred and fifty-eight dollars of foreign arti- | 
cles. 1} 
The receipts into the treasury for the same pe- 
riod amounted to twenty-six million three hundred 
and forty-six thousand seven hundred and ninety 
dollars and thirty-seven cents, of which there was | 
derived from customs twenty-three million seven | 
hundred and forty-seven thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-four dollars and sixty-six cents; from | 
sales of public lands, two million four hundred | 
and ninety-eight thousand three hundred and thir- 
ty-five dollars and twenty cents; and from inci- | 
dental and miscellaneous sources, one hundred 
thousand five hundred and seventy dollars and 
fifty-one cents. The last fiscal year during which 
this amount was received embraced five months 
under the operation of the tariff act of 1842, and | 
seven months during which the tariff act of 1846 || 
was in foree. During the five months under the 
act of 1842, the amount received fronfcustoms | 
was seven million eight hundred and forty-two | 
thousand three hundred and six dollars and nine- | 
ty cents; and during the seven months under the 
act of 1846 tle amount received was fifteen million | 
nine hundred and five thousand five hundred and | 
fifty-seven dollars and seventy-six cents. |} 
The net revenue from customs during the year || 
ending on the first of December, 1846, being the | 
last year under the operation of the tariff act of | 
1842, was twenty-two million nine hundred and || 
seventy-one thousand four hundred and three dol- | 
lars and ten cents; and the net revenue from | 
customs during the year ending on the first of |, 


December, 1847, being the first year under the || 


operation of the tariff act of 1846, was about thirty- | 
one million five hundred thousand dollars; being 
an increase of revenue for the first year under the | 
tariff act of 1846, of more than eight million five |, 
hundred thousand dollars over that of the last | 
year under the tariff of 1842. 

The expenditures during the fiscal year ending || 
on the thirtieth of June last, were fifty nine mil- | 
lion four hundred and fifty-one thousand one hun- , 
dred and seventy-seven dollars and sixty-five cents; || 
of whiela three million five hundred and twenty- | 
two theusand and eighty-two dollars and thirty- || 
seven cents, was on account of payment of prin- | 
cipal and interest of the publie debt, including | 
treasury notes redeemed and not funded. The ex- 
penditures, exclusive of payment of public debt, | 
were fifty-five miflion nine hundred and twenty- || 
nine thousand and ninety-five dollars and twenty- || 
eight cents. {| 

t is estimated that the receipts into the treasury | 
for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of June, 
1848, including the balance in the treasury on the 
first of July last, will amount to forty-two million | 
e:ght hundred and eighty-six thousand five hun- | 
dred and forty-five dollars and eighty cents, of || 
which thirty-one million, it is estimated, will be || 
derived from custems; three million five hundred | 
thousand from the sale of the public lands; four 
hundred thousand from incidental sources, inclu- || 
ding sales made by the Solicitor of the Treasury; |, 
and six million two hundred and eighty-five thou- | 














sand two hundred and ninety-four dollars and fif- 
ty-five cents from loans authorized by law, 
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| which, together with the balance in the treasury 
| on the first of July last, make the sum estimated. 


|| tribution shall be collected in Mexico. 
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The expenditures for the same —— if peace 
with Mexico shall not be concluded, and the army 
shail be increased as is proposed, will amount, in- 


| cluding the necessary pay ments onjaccount of princi- 


paland interest of the public debtand treasury notes, 
to fifty-eight million six hundred and fifteen thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty dollars and seven cents. 

On the first of the present month, the amount of 
the public debt actually incurred, including treasu- 
ry notes, was forty-five million six hundred and fif- 


|| ty-nine thousand six hundred and fifty-nine dollars 


and forty cents. The public debt due on the fourth 
of March, 1845, including treasury notes, was sev- 
enteen million seven hundred and eighty-eight 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine dollars 


and sixty-two cents; and consequently the addition || 


made to the public debt since that time is twenty- 
seven million eight hundred and seventy thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-nine dollars and seventy- 


| eight cents. 
Of the loan of twenty-three millions, authorized | 


by the act of the twenty-eighth of January, 1847, 
the sum of five millions was paid out to the public 
creditors, or exchanged at par for specie; the re- 
maining eighteen millions waa offered for specie to 


| the highest bidder not below par, by an advertise- 


ment issued by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
published from the ninth of February unul the 


| tenth of April, 1847, when it was awarded to the 


several highest bidders, at premiums varying from 
one-eighth of one per cent. to two per cent. above 


par. ‘Ihe premium has been paid into the treasu- | 
_ry, and the sums awarded deposited in specie in | 
the treasury as fast as it was required by the wants | 


of the Government. 
To meet the expenditures for the remainder of 
the present and for the next fiscal year, ending on 


the thirtieth of June, 1849, a further loan, in aid | 
| of the ordinary revenues of the Government, will 
_benecessary. Retaining a sufficient surplus in the 
| treasury, the loan required for the remainder of 

the present fiscal year will be about eighteen mil- | 


If the duty | 
on tea and coffee be imposed, and the graduation | 


lion five hundred thousand dollars. 


of the price of the public lands shall be made at an 
early period of your session, as recommended, the 
loan for the present fiscal year may be reduced to 
seventeen millions of dollars. The loan may be 
further reduced by whatever amount of expendi- 
tures can be saved by military contributions col- 
lected in Mexico. The most vigorous measures 
for the augmentation of these contributions have 
been directed, and a very considerable sum is ex- 
pected from that source. 
ever, be calculated with any certainty. 
commended that the loan to b 

upon the same terms, and for the same time, as 
that which was authorized under the provisions of 


| the act of the twenty-eighth of January, 1847. 
Should the war with Mexico be continued until | 
the thirtieth of June, 1849, it is estimated that a | 


further loan of twenty million five hundred thou- 


sand dollars will be required for the fiscal year | 


ending on that day, in case no duty be imposed 
on tea and coffee, and the public lands be not re- 
duced and graduated in price, and no military con- 
If the duty 
on tea and coffee be imposed, and the lands be 
reduced and graduated in price, as proposed, the 
loan may be reduced to seventeen millions of dol- 
lars, and will be subject to be still further reduced 
by the amount of the military contributions which 
may be collected in Mexico. It is not proposed, 
however, at present, to ask Congress for authorit 

to negutiate this loan for the next fiscal year, as it 
is hoped that the loan asked for the remainder of 
the present fiscal year, aided by military contribu- 


tions which may be collected in Mexico, may be | 
If, contrary to my expectation, there | 
should be a necessity for it, the fact will be com- 


sufficient. 


municated to Congress in time for their action 
during the present session. In no event will a sum 
exceeding six millions of dollars of this amount be 
needed before the meeting of the session of Con- 
gress in December, 1848. 


The act of the thirtieth of July, 1846, “ reducing | 


the duties on imports,” has been in force since the 


first of Decen.ber last; and I am acer to state, | 
i were anticipa- | 


that all the beneficial effects whic 
ted from its operation have been fully realized. 
The public revenue derived from customs during 
the year ending on the first of Deceniber, 1847, ex- 


Its amount cannot, how- | 
It is re- | 
e made be authorized | 


| ceeds by more than eight millions of dollars the 
‘amount received in the preceding year under the 
| operation of the act of 1842, which was superse- 
ded and repealed by it. Its effects are visible in 
the great and almost unexampled prosperity which 
prevails in every branch of business, 

While the repeal of the prohibitory and restrict- 
| ive duties of the act of 1842, and the substitution 
in their place of reasonable revenue rates levied on 
articles imported according to their actual value, 
| has increased the revenue and augmented our for- 


|| eign trade, all the great interests of the country 


| have been advanced and promoted. 

| ‘The great and important interests of agriculture, 
which had been not only too much neglected, but 
actually taxed under the protective policy for the 
benefit of other interests, have been relieved of the 
burdens which that policy imposed on them; and 
our farmers and planters, under a more just and 
| liberal commercial policy, are finding new and 
| profitable markets abroad for their augmented 

products. 

Our commerce is rapidly increasing, and is ex- 
| tending more widely the circle of international ex- 
changes. Great as has been the increase of our 
imports during the past year, our exports of do- 
mestic products gold in foreign markets have 
been still greater. 

Our navigating interest is eminently prosperous. 
| The number of vessels built in the United States 
| has been greater than during any preceding period 
of equal length. Large profits have been derived 
by those who have constructed as well as by those 
who have navigated them. Should the ratio of 
increase in the number of our merchant vessels be 
progressive, and be as great for the future as du- 
ring the past year, the time is not distant when our 
tonnage and commercial marine will be larger than 
that of any other nation in the world. 

Whilst the interests of agriculture, of com- 
merce, and of navigation, have been enlarged and 
invigorated, it is highly gratifying to observe that 
our manufactures are also in a prosperous condi- 
tion. None of the ruinots effects upon this in- 
terest which were apprehended by some, as the 
result of thédoperation of the revenue system es- 
tablished by the act of 1846, have been exferi- 
enced, On the contrary, the number of manufac- 
tories, and the amount of capital invested in them, 
| is steadily and rapidly increasing, affording grati- 
| fying proofs thet American enterprise and skill 
employed in this branch of domestic industry, 
with no other advantages than those fairly and in- 
cidentally accruing from a just system of revenue 
| duties, are abundantly able to meet successfylly 

all competition from abroad, and still derive Yair 
and remunerating profits, 

While capital invested in manufactures is yield- 
ing adequate and fair profits under the new sys- 
tem, the wages of labor, whether employed in 
manufactures, agriculture, commerce, or naviga- 
tion, have been augmented. The toiling millions, 
whose daily labor furnishes the supply of food 
‘and raiment, and all the necessaries and comforts 
of life, are receiving higher wages, and more 
steady and permanent employment, than in any 
other country, or at any previous period of our 
own history. 

So‘successful have been all branches of our in- 
dustry, that a foreign war, which generally dimia- 
| ishes the resources of a nation, has in no essential 
| degree retarded our onward progress, or checked 
| our general prosperity. 

1 With-siteh gratifying evidences of prosperity, 
|| and of the suceessful-opération of the revenue act 
|| of 1846, every consideration of public policy re- 
commends that it shall remain unchanged. It is 
hoped that the system of impost duties which it 
| established may be regarded as the permanent pol- 
| icy of the country, and that the great interests af- 
| fected by it may not again be subject to be injuri- 
| ously disturbed, as they have heretofore been, by 
| Saeed and sometimes sudden changes. 
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or the purpose of increasing the revenue, and 
without changing or modifying the rates imposed 
by the act of 1846 on the dutiab‘e articles em- 
braced by its provisions, I again recommend to 
our favorable consideration the expediency of 
evying a revenue duty on tea and coffee. The * 
pellcy which exempted these articles from duty 
during peace, and when the revenue to be derived 
from them was not needed, ceases to exist when 
the country is engaged in war, and requires the 
use of all its available resources. It is a tax 
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which would be so generally diffused among the 
people, that it would be felt oppressively by none, 


and be complained.of by none. It is believed that 
there are not, in the list of imported articles, any 
which are more properly the subject of war duties 
than tea and coffee. 

It is estimated that three millions of dollars 


would be derived annually by a moderate duty | 


imposed on these articles. 

Should Congress avail itself of this additional 
source of revenue, not only would the amount of 
the public loan rendered necessary by the war with 
Mexico be diminished to that extent, but the pub- 
lic credit, and the public confidence in the ability 
and determination of the Government to meet all 
its engagements promptly, would be more firmly 
established, and the reduced amount of the loan 
which it may be necessary to negotiate could prob- 
ably be obtained at cheaper rates. 


Congress is, therefore, called upon to determine | 


whether it is wiser to impose the war duties re- 


commended, or, by omitting to do so, increase the | 


miblic debt annually three millions of dollars so 
ho as loans shall be required to prosecute the 
war, and afterwards provide, in some other form, 
to pay the semi-annual interest upon it, and ulti- 
mately to extinguish the principal. If, in addition 
to these duties, Congress should graduate and 
reduce the price of such of the public lands as ex- 


perience has proved will not command the price | 


placed upon them by the Government, an addi- 


tional annual income to the treasury of between | 
half a million and a million of dollars, it is estima- | 


ted, would be derived from this source. Should 
both measures receive the sanction of Congress, 
theannual amount of public debt necessary to be 
contracted during the continuance of the war would 
be reduced near four millions of dollars. The du- 
ties recommended to be levied on tea and coffee, it 
is proposed shall be limited in their duration to the 
end of the war, and until the public debt rendered 
‘necessary to be contracted by it shall be discharged. 
The amount of the public debt to be contracted 


should be limited to the lowest practicable sum, | 
and should be extingwshed as early after the con- | 
clusion of the war as the means of the treasury | 


willpermit. 


With this view, it is recommended that, as soon | 


as the war shall be over, all the surplus in the | 


tygasury, not needed for’ other indispensable ob- 
jects, shall constitute a sinking fund, and be ap- 


plied to the purchase of the funded debt, and that || 


authority be conferred by law for that purpose. 
The actof the sixth of Au ust, 1846, ‘‘to establish 
a warehousing system,” Con been in operation 
m@re than a year, and has proved to be an impor- 
tant auxiliary to the tariff act of 1846, in aug- 


menting the revenue, and extending the commerce | 


of the country. Whilst it has tended to enlarge 
commerce, it has been beneficial to our manufac- 
tures, by diminishing forced sules at auction of 
foreign goods at low prices, to raise the duties to 
be advanced on them, and by checking fluctuations 
in the market. The system, although sanctioned 
by the experience of other countries, was entirely 
new in the United States, and is susceptible of im- 
provement in some of its provisions. 
tary of the Treasury, upon whom was devolved 
large discretionary powers in carrying this meas- 
ure into effect, has collected, and is now collating, 


tries, where it has long been established, and will 
report at an early period of your session such fur- 
ther regulations suggested by the investigation as 
may render it still more effective and beneficial. 
By the act to “ provide for the better organiza- 
tion of the treasury, and for the collection, safe- 
keeping, and disbursement of the public revenue,”’ 
all banks were discontinued as fiscal agents of the 
Government, and the paper currency issued by 


The Secre- | 


them was no longer permitted to be received in | 


| lands lie will be advanced by their speedy sale. By 


payment of public dues. 

The constitutional treasury created by this act 
went into operation on the first of January last. 
Under the system established by it, the public 
moneys have been collected, safely kept, and dis- 


' 


bursed by the direct agency of officers of the Gov- | 


ernment in gold and silver; and transfers of large 
amounts have been made from points of collection 
to points of disbursement, without loss to the trea- 
sury, or injury or inconvenience to the trade of 
the country. 





under this system, it has had a salutary effect in 
checking and preventing an undue inflation of the 
paper currency issued by the banks which exist 
under State charters. Requiring, as it does, all 
dues to the Government to be paid in gold and 
silver, its effect is to restrain excessive issues of 
bank paper by the banks disproportioned to the 
specie in their vaults, for the reason that they are 
at all times liable to be called on by the holders of 
their notes for their redemption, in order to obtain 
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specie for the payment of duties and other ptiblic | 


dues. The banks, therefore, must keep their busi- 
ness within prudent limits, and be always in a 
condition to meet such calls, or run the hazard of 
being compelled to suspend specie payments, and 
be thereby discredited, The amount of specie im- 
ported into the United States during the last fiscal 
year was twenty-four million one hundred and 
twenty-one thousand two hundred and eighty-nine 
dollars; of which there was retained in the country 
twenty-two million two hundred and seventy-six 
thousand one hundred and seventy dollars. 
the former financial system prevailed, and the 
public moneys been placed on deposite in banks, 
nearly the whole of this amount would have gone 
into their vaults, not to be thrown into circulation 


by them, but to be withheld from the hands of the | 


people as a currency, and made the basis of new 
and enormous issues of bank paper. 
portion of the specie imported has been paid into 


the treasury for public dues; and afer having been, | 


to a great extent, recoined at the mint, has been 


Had | 


A large pro- | 


paid out to the public creditors, and gone into cir- | 


culation as a currency among the people. ‘The 
amount of gold and silver coin now in circulation 


in the country is larger than at any former period, | 


The financial system established by the consti- | 


tutional treasury has been, thus far, eminently suc- | 


cessful in its operations; and J recommend an ad- 
herence to all its essential provisions, and espe- 
cially to that vital provision whieh wholly. separates 
the Government from all connexion with banks, 


| and excludes bank paper from all revenue receipts. 


In some of its details, not involving its general 
principles, the system is defective, and will require 
modification. These defects, and such amend- 
ments as are deemed important, were set forth in 
the last annual report of i 
ury. These amendments are again recommend- 
ed to the early and favorable consideration of Con- 
gress. 

During the past year, the coinage at the mint 
and its branches has exceeded twenty millions of 
dollars. This has consisted chiefly in converting 


| the coins of foreign countries into American coin. 


_tensively as a currency among the people. 


The largest amount of foreign coin imported has 
been received at New York; and if a branch mint 
were established at that city, all the foreign coin 
received at that port could at once be converted 
into our own coin, without the expense, risk and 


|, delay of transporting it to the mint for that pur- 


pose, and the amount recoined would be much 
larger. 


Experience has proved that foreign coin, and | 


especially foreign gold coin, will not circulate ex- 


important measure of extending our specie circu- 


lation, both of gold and silver, and of diffusing it | 


among the people, can only be effected by convert- 


| ing such foreign coin into American coin. I repeat 
the practical results of the system in other coun- | 


the recommendation contained in my last annual 
message for the establishment of a branch of the 


mint of the United States at the city of New York. 


have been conducted with regularity and ease, |) 


| ed and to be offere 


All the public lands which had been surveyed 


_and were ready for market have been proclaimed 


for sale during the eet year. The quantity offer- 
for sale, under proclamations 
issued since the first of January last, amounts to nine 


_ million one hundred and thirty-eight thousand five 


hundred and thirty-oneacres. The prosperity of 
the western States and Territories in which these 


| withholding them from market, their growth and 
| increase o 
| thousands of our enterprisin 


population would be retarded, while 
and meritorious 
frontier population would be deprived of the op- 
portunity of securing freeholds for themselves and 
their families. But in addition to the general con- 
siderations which rendered the early sale of these 
lands proper, it was a leading object at this time 
to derive as large a sum as e from this 


¢ source, and thus diminish, by that amount, the 
While the fiscal operations of the Government | 


public loan rendered necessary by thie existence of 
a foreign war. 


1e Secretary of the Treas- | 


The | 
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It is estimated that not less than ten millions of 
acres of the public lands will be surveyed and be 
in a condition to be proclaimed for sale during the 
year 1848. : 

In my last annual message I presented the rea. 
| sons which, in my judgment, rendered it proper to 
| graduate and reduce the price of such of the pub. 
lic lands as have remained unsold for long periods 
after they had been offered for sale at public auc. 
tion. 

Many millions of acres of public lands lying 
| within the limits of several of the western Siates 
have been offered in the market, and been subject 


|| to sale at private entry for more than twenty years, 


and large quantities for more than thirty years, at 
the lowest price prescribed by the existing laws, 
| and it has been found that they will not command 

that price. They must remain unsold and uncul- 
tivated for an indefinite period, unless the price 
| demanded for them by the Government shall be 
reduced. No satisfactory reason is perceived why 
they should be longer held at rates above their 
real value. At the present period, an additional 
reason exists for adopting the measure recom- 
mended, When the country is engaged ina for. 
eign war, and we must necessarily resort to loans, 
it would seem to be the dictate ance that we 
| should avail ourselves of all our resources, and 
thus limit the amount of the public indebtedness to 
the lowest possible sum. 

I recammend that the existing laws on the sub- 
| ject of preémption rights be amended and modified 
So as to Operate prospectively, and to embrace all 
| who may settle upon the public lands and make 
improvements upon them before they are surveyed, 
as well as afterwards, in all cases where such set- 
tlements may be made after the Indian title shall 
have been extinguished. 

If the right of preémption be thus extended, it 
_ will embrace a Jarge and meritorious class of our 
citizens. It Will increase the number of small 


| freeholders upon our borders, who will be enabled 


| thereby to educate their children and otherwise 
improve their condition, while they will be found 
at all times, as they have ever proved themselves 
to be, in the hour of danger to their country, 
among @tr hardiest and best volunteer soldiers, 
ever ready to tender their services in cases of 





|| emergency, and among the last to leave the field as 


long as an enemy remains to be encountered. Such 
a policy will also impress these paériotic pioneer 
emigrants with deeper feelings of gratitude for the 
parental care of their Government, when they find 
their dearest interests secured to them by the per- 
manent laws of the land, and that they are no 
longer in danger of losing their homes and hard- 
earned improvements by Soins brought into com- 
petition with a more wealthy class of purchasers 
at the land sales. 

The attention of Congress was invited, at their 
last and the preceding session, to the importance 
of establishing a Territorial Government over our 
possessions in Oregon; and it is to be regretted 
that there was no legislation on the subject. Our 
citizens who inhabit that distant region of country 
are still left without the protection of our laws, or 
any regularly organized government. Before the 
question of limits and boundaries of the Territory 
of Oregon was definitely settled, from the neces- 
sit ade condition, the inhabitants had estab- 
lished a temporary government of their own. Be- 
sides the want of Jegal authority for continuing 
such a government, it is wholly inadequate to pro- 
tect them in their rights of person and property’ or 
to secure to them the enjoyment of the privile 
of other citizens, to which they are entitled under 
the Constitution of the United States. They should 
have the right of suffrage, be represented in a Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, and by a delegate in Congress, 
and possess all the rights and privileges which 
citizens of other portions of the Territories of the 
United States have heretofore enjoyed, or may 
| how enjoy. 

Our judicial system, revenue laws, laws regu- 





lating trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
and the protection of our laws generally, should 
be extended over them. ; 

In addition to the inhabitants in that Territory 
who had previously emigrated to it, large numbers 
of our citizens have followed them during the pres- 
ent year; and it.is not doubted that pein, the 
mags and subsequent years their numbers will be 
a its last session, established post- 


. 
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rostil leading to Oregon, and between different 





t 


points within that Territory, and authorized the | 


establishment of post-offices at ‘Astoria and such 


other places on the coasts of the Pacific, within the | 
territory of the United States, as the public inter-~ 


ests may require.”’ Post offices have eee 
been established, deputy postmasters appointed, 
and provision made for the transportation of the 
mails. , : : y 
The preservation of peace with the Indian tribes 
residing west of the Rocky Mountains will render 


| 


it proper that authority should be given by law for | 


the appointment of an adequate number of Indian 
agents to reside among them. 

| recommend that a surveyor general’s office be 
established in that ‘Territory, and that the public 


lands be surveyed and brought into market at an | 
early period. e | 


s 
I recommend, also, that grants, upon liberal 
terms, of limited quantities of the public lands, be 
made to all citizens of the United States who have 


emigrated, or may hereafter within a prescribed | 
riod emigrate to Oregon, and settle upon them. | 


hese hardy and adventurous citizens, who have 
encountered the dangers aud privations of a long 


THE CON 


but it is believed to. be the only mode of prevent- 
ing fraud and ee from. being practised 
upon the great body of common Indians, consti- 
tuting a majority of all the tribes. 

It is graufying to perceive that a number of the , 
tribes have recently manifested an increased jnter- 
est in the establishment of schools among them, 
and are making rapid advances in agriculture— 


| some of them producing a sufficient quantity of 


and toilsome journey, and have at length found | 


an abiding-place for themselves and their families 
upon the utmost verge of our western limits, should 
be secured in the homes which they have improved 
by their labor. 

‘I refer you to the accompanying report of the 
Secretary of War for a detailed account of the oper- 


connected with the department under his charge. 


| 


| 
j 
| 


The duties devolving on this department have been ‘| 
unusually onerous and responsible during the past |) 
year, and have been discharged with ability and || 


success, : , 2 , 
Pacific relations continue to exist with the vari- 


| 
| 
j 
| 


depredations were committed during the past year | 
upon our trains transporting supplies for the army, | 


on the road between the western border of Mis- 
souri and Santa Fé. 


These depredations, which | 


are supposed to have been committed by bands | 


from the region of New Mexico, have be€n arrest- 
ed by the presence of a military force, ordered out 
for that purpose. Some outrages have been per- 
petrated by a portion of the northwestern bands 
upon the weaker and comparatively defenceless 
neighboring tribes. Prompt measures were taken 
to prevent such occurrences in future. 


Between one and two thousand Indians, belong- 


ing to several tribes, have been removed during 
the year from the east of the Mississippi to the 
country allotted to them west of that river, as their 
permanent. home; and arrangements have been 
made for others to follow. ; 

Since the treaty of 1846 with the Cherokees, the 
feuds among them appear to have subsided, and 
they have become more united and contented than 
they have been for many years past. The com- 
missioners, appointed in pursuance of the act of 
June twenty-seventh, 1846, to settle claims arising 
under the treaty of 1835-’36-with that tribe, have 
executed their duties; and after a patient investi- 


gation, and a full and fair examination of all the | 


cases brought before them, closed their labors in 
the month of July Jast. This is the fourth board 
of commissioners which has been organized under 
this treaty. Ample opportunity has 


| 
} 


| 


| 


| navies large numbers o 
|| wise policy on our part to make similar additions 
ous Indian tribes, and most of them manifest a | 
strong friendship for the United States, Some || 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| and held b 
ations of the various branches of the public service || 


food for their support, and in some cases a surplus 
to dispose of to their neighbors. The comforts by 
which those who have received even a very limited 
education, and have engaged in agriculture, are 
surrounded, tend gradually to draw off their less 
civilized brethren from the precarious means of 
subsistence by the chase, to habits of labor and 
civilization. 

The accompanying report of the Secretary of the 
Navy presents a satisfactory and gratifying account 
of the condition and operations of the naval service 
during the past year. Our commerce has been 
pursued with increased activity, and with safety 
and success, in every quarter of the globe, under 
the protection of our flag, which the navy has 
caused to be respected in the most distant seas. 

In the Gulf of Mexico, and in the Pacific, the 
officers and men of our squadrons have displayed 
distinguished gallantry, and performed valuable 
services, In the early stages of the war with Mex- 
ico, her ports on both coasts were blockaded, and 
more recently many of them have been captured 
the navy. When acting in coopera- 
tion with the land forces, the naval officers snd 


| men have performed gallant and distinguished ser- 


vices on land as well as on water, and deserve the | 
high commendation of the country. 

. ‘While other maritime powers are adding to their 
war steamers, it was a 


to our navy. The four war steamers authorized 
by the act of the third of March, 1847, are in course 
of construction. 

In addition to the four war steamers authorized 


by this act, the Secretary of the Navy has, in pur- | 


suance of its provisions, entered into contracts for 
the construction of five steamers, to be employed 
in the transportation of the United States mail 


| **from New York to New Orleans, touching at 


Charleston, Savannah, and Havana, and from Ha- 
vana to Chagres;”’ for three steamers to be em- 
ployed in like manner from Panama to Oregon, 
‘**so0 as to connect with the mail from Havana to 
Chagres across the isthmus;” and for five steamers | 
to be employed in like manner from New York to 


of the contractors, but are to be built under the 


superintendence and direction of a naval construc- || 


tor in the employ of the Navy Department, and to | 
be so constructed as to render them convertible at | 
the least possible expense into war steamers of the | 
first class. 

A prescribed number of naval officers, as well | 
as a Post Office agent, are to be on board of them, 
and authority is reserved to the Navy Department | 
at all times to “ exercise control over said steam- | 
ships,"’ and to **have the right” ** to take them 
for the exclusive use and service of the United | 
States,’’ ** upon making proper compensation to 
the contractors therefor.” 

Whilst these steam-ships will be employed in 
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of having our naval officers made familiar with 
steam navigation; and of having the privilege of 
taking the ships already equipped for immediate 
service at a moment’s notice; and will be cheaply 
purchased by the compensation to be paid for the 


| transportation of the mail in them over and above 


the postages received. 

A just national'pride, no less than our commer- 
cial interests, would seem to favor the policy of 
augmenting the number of this description of ves- 
sels. They can be built in our country cheaper 
and in greater numbers than in any other in the 
world. 

I refer you to the accompanying report of the 
Postmaster General for a detailed and satisfactory 


/ account of the condition and operations of that 


| department during the past year. 


It is gratifying 
to find that, within so short a period after the 
reduction in the rates of postage, and notwith- 
standing the great increase of mail service, the 
revenue received for the year will be sufficient to 
defray all the expenses, and that no further aid 


| will be required from the treasury for that pur- 
| pose. 


The first of the American mail steamers autho- 
rized by the act of the third of March, 1845, was 
completed and entered upon the service on the first 
of June last, and is now on her third voyage to 
Bremen and other intermediate ports, The other 
vessels authorized under the provisions of that act 


' are in course of construction, and will be put upon 


| the line as soon as completed. 


Contracts have 
also been made for the transportation of the mail 
in a steamer from Charleston to Havana. 

A reciprocal and satisfactory postal arrange- 
ment has been made by the Postmaster General 
with the authorities of Bremen, and no difficulty 
is apprehended in making similar arrangements 
with all other Powers with which we may have 


|| communications by mail steamers, except wiih 


Great Britain. 

On the arrival of the first of the American steam- 
ers, bound to Bremen, at Southampton, in the 
month of June last, the British post office directed 
the collection of discriminating posfages on all let- 
ters and other mailable matter, which she took out 


| to Great Britain, or which went into the British 


| post office on their way to France and other parts 


_ of Europe. 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


j 


transporting the mails of the United States coast- || 


en afforded || wise, and to foreign countries, upon an annual 


to all those interested to bring forward their claims. |+ compensation to be paid to the owners, they will | 


No doubt is entertained that impartial justice has || be always ready, upon an emergency requiring it, 


been done by the late board, and that all valid || to be converted into war steamers; and the right | 


claims embraced by the treaty have been consid- 
ered and allowed. This result, and the final set- 
tlement to 'e made with this tribe, under the 
treaty of 1846, which will be completed and laid 
before you during your session, will adjust all 
——— of controversy between them and the 
nited States, and produce a state of relations 
with them simple, well-defined, and satisfactory. 
Under the —— authority conbeval | by 
the act of the third of March last, the annuities 
due to the various tribes have been paid duri 
the present year to the heads of families instea 
of to their chiefs, or such persons &s they might 
designate, as required by the laws previously ex- 
isting. ‘This mode of payment has — general 
Satisfaction to the great body of the Indians. Jus- 
tice has been done to them, and they are grateful 
to the Government for it. A few chiefs and inter- 
ested persons may object to this mode of payment, 


} 


| 


| 


! 
| 





The effect of the order of the British 
post office is to subject all letters and other matter 
transported by American steamers to double post- 
age, one postage having been previously paid on 
them to the United States, v hile letters transported 


| in British steamers are subject to pay but a single 
| Liverpool. These steamers will be the property || 


postage. This measure was adopted with the avow- 
ed object of protecting the British line of mail steam- 
ers now running between Boston and Liverpool, 
and, if permitted to continue, must speedily put an 
end to the transportation of all letters and other 
matter by American steamers, and give to British 
steamers & monopoly of the business. A just and 
fair reciprocity is all that we desire, and on this 
w2 must insist. By our laws, no such discrimina- 
tion is made against British steamers bringing let- 
ters into our ports, but all letters arriving in the 
United States are subject to the same rate of post- 
age, whether brought in British or American ves- 
sels. I refer you to the report of the Postmaster 
General for a full statement of the facts of the 
case, and of the steps taken by him to correct this 
inequality. He has exerted all the power confer- 
red upon him by the existing laws. 

The Minister of the United States at London 
has brought the«subjeet to the attention of the 
British Government, and is now engaged in nego- 


| reserved to take them for public use, will add || tiations for the purpose of adjusting reciprocal 


| 





| 


j 


greatly to the efficiency and 
scription of our naval force. To the steamers thus 
authorized under contracts made by the Secretary | 
of the Navy, should be added five other steamers 
authorized under contracts made in pursuance of 
law by the Postmaster General, making an addi- | 
tion, in the whole, of eighteen war steamers, sub- | 


strength of this de- || postal 





| 


ments, which shall be equally just 
to both countries. Should he fail in concluding 
such arrangements, and should Great Britain insist 
on enforcing the unequal and unjust measure she 
has ro it wih Seton necessary to confer 
additional powers on the Postmaste~ General, in 
order fo enable him to meet the emergency, and 


ject to be taken for public use. As further con- | to put our own steamers on an equal footing with 


tracts for the transportation of the mail to foreign 
countries may be authorized by Congress, this 
number ma e indefinitely. 

The enlightened policy by which a rapid com- 
munication cf the various distant parts of the globe 
is established, by means of American-built sea 
steamers, would find an ample reward in the in- 
crease of our commerce, and in making our coun- 
and its resources more favo known 
abroad; but the national advantage is still greater, 





| 


British steamers engaged in transporting the mail 
between the two countries; and I recommend that 
such powers be conferred. 

In view of the existing state, of our country, I 
trust it may not be inappropriate, in closing this 
communication, to call to mind the words of wis- 
dom and admonition of the first and most illustri- 
ous of my predecessors, in his Farewell Address 
to his countrymen. . 
That greatest and best of men, who served his 
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country so long, and loved it so much, foresaw, 
with ** serious concern,” the danger to our Union 
‘‘of characterizing parties by geographical dis- 
criminations—WNorthern and Southern, Atlantic and 
Western—whence designing men may endeavor to 
excite a belief that there is a real difference of local 
interests and views,’’ and warned his countrymen 
against it. , 

So deep and solemn was his conviction of the 
importance of the Union and of preserving har- 
mony between its different parts, that he declared 
to his countrymen in that address, ‘it is of infi- 


nite moment that you should properl estimate the | 


immense value of your national Union to your 
collective and individual happiness; that you 
should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immoveble 
attachment to it; accustoming yourselves to think 
and to speak of it, as a palladium of your politi- 
cal safety and prosperity; watching for its preser- 


vation with jealous anxiety ; discountenancing | 


whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can 
in any event be abandoned ; and indignantly 
frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt 
to alienate any portion of our country from the 
rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link 
together the various parts.”’ 

After the lapse of half a century, these admo- 
nitions of Washington fall upon us with all the 
force of truth, tis difficult to estimate the “ im- 
mense value’? of our glorious Union of confede- 
rated States, to which we are so much indebted 
for our growth in population and wealth, and for 
all that constitutes usa great and a happy nation. 
How unimportant are all our differences of opin- 
ion upon minor questions of public policy, com- 
pared with its preservation ; and how scrupulously 
sould we avoid all agitating topics which may 
tend to distract and divide us into contending par- 
ties, separated by geographical lines, whereby it 
may be weakened or endangered. 

Invoking the blessing of the Almighty Ruler of 
the Universe upon your deliberations, it will be 
my highest duty, no less than my sincere pleasure, 
te coéperate with you in all measures which may 
tend to promote the honor and enduring welfare of 
our common country. 

° JAMES K. POLK. 

Wasutneton, December, 1847. 

The Message having been read— 

Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the message of the President of the United 
States be referred to a Conumittee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and that 10,000 copies without, and 15,000 


copies with the accompanyimg documents, be printed for the 
use of this House. 


Mr. HUDSON moved to strike out 15,000 with- 


out the accompanying documents, so as to leave | 


provision only for printing the message with the 
accompanying documents. He-etofore there was 


some propriety in publishing the messagg alone, | 


but now, since the establishment of expresses 
through the country, there was probably nota 
section of the country that would not receive the 
message by private enterprise, printed in the daily 
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| stand adjourned shail be twelve o’clock, M., until otherwise | 
| ordered. | 


——e ——e 


| sage, where it would arrive before the House 


could take the vote on this resolution—certainly be- | 
fore the House would assemble here to-morrow | 


morning. 
these extra copies of the message alone, and this, 


he was of opinion, was a very proper occasion to | 
| break through the custom to which the gentleman | 


from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bropuean] had referred, 
and to discontinue this useless prinung. 


Mr. HOWELL COBB agreed with the obser- 


vations of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


{Mr. Hupson,] and the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. | 


ScuengK,]} but he was willing to increase the num- 
ber with the accompanying documents. He there- 
fore was in favor of printing fifteen thousand copies 
with the accompanying documents, and none with- 
out. 

[Cries of ** Agreed,” ** agreed !’”] 

Mr. HUDSON suggested that the mover of the 


resolution had it in his power to accept that modi- || 


fication, and thereby save the necessity of incor- 


sorating it as an amendment by the vote of the | 


Louse. 


Mr. BRODHEAD accepted the modification 


suggested by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. | 


Cons.] 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to add 5,000 
additional copies to be printed in the German lan- || 


guave . 
et - : 
[A voice: ** And the Cherokee.’’ Another voice: 


The amendment was negatived. 


Mr. JAMES THOMPSON moved to amend by |, 


adding ** 10,000 copies without the accompanying | 
documents.”’ He thought it of importance to cir- | 
culate copies of the message without the documents, | 
in which shape it would be very acceptable to their | 
constituents, | 
The amendment was negatived, and the resolu- 
tion, as modified by the mover, was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, it was 


Resolved, That the daily hour to which this House shall | 


Mr. HENLEY moved a reconsideration of the | 
vote of yesterda 
the rules of the 
was abolished. His object he explained to be to 


submit an amendment to retain the thirty-third 
rule. 


BE. 





It was, therefore, unnecessary to print | 


adopting a resolution respecting | 
ouse by which tile one-hour rule || of that State in Congress to vote for the passage 


Dee. 8, 


| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


| the following letter, which was read: 


WASHINGTON, December 7, 1847, 
|| Str: Holding the relation of printers to the body over 
| which you preside, under a contract made in contormity 
with an act of Congress, it may have been expected that we 
|| should have been prepared to place on the desks of Senators 
printed copies of the President’s Annual Message at ty¢ 
|, time it was read by your Secretary. This has been the 
practice of our predecessors; and a failure on our part to be 
| equally prompt, may, without explanation, opcrate inju- 
|, riously against us. 
| We cannot but be sensitively alive to any imputation on 
our trust-worthiness, even by implication; and not lesg 
jealous of our reputation as printers, which may be affected 
| by the fact, that Senators were indebted to a daily news 
|| paper for copies of the Message, which the Official printers 
| had failed or neglected to furnish. We, therefore, deem jt 
|| due to ourselves, and due to the Senate, whose printing we 
|| have contracted to execute, that we should state the cause 
\| of this unparalleled omission of a congressional print r, 
| and thereon rest our appeal for the induigence of the Sey- 
|| ate, for the delay in furnishing the document in question, 
in the ordinary form. ‘That cause was simply the refusaj 
of the President of the United States to furnish us with a 
copy, according to well-established usage, in advance of its 
delivery to the two Houses of Congress. 
|| We trust that this fact may be our sufficient apology to 
the Senate of the United States, to which we respectlully 
ask you to communicate it. 
With sentiments of great respect, we are, sir, your obe- 
dient servants, 
WENDELL & VAN BENTHUYSEN. 
The Hon. G. M. Dattas, 
President of the United States Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


** And the Mexican.’’} || a report of the Secretary of State, made agreeably 
{| 


to law, accompanied by statements, showing the 

appropriations and disbursements for the service 

of the department, for the year ending June 30, 
| 1847; which was read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memorial 

| of the Legislature of the Territory of Oregon, pray- 

ing that the settlers in that Territory may be con- 

| firmed in their titles to the lands occupied by them; 


| and the adoption of measures for the promotion of 


education; and for facilitating the navigation of the 
_ Columbia river. 
Ordered, That it lie on the table, and be printed. 
_ Mr. DIX presented a preamble and resolutions 
|| passed by the Legislature of the State of New 
Vork, reguesting the Senators and Representatives 


| of a law granting public land for the construction 
|| of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific, 
| according to the plan proposed by Asa Whitney, 





[A voice: **Then I object.’’] 

Unless the course he suggested were agreed to, 
unul the Committee on Kules reported—and the 
duty intrusted to them would require some time— 
the House would be deprived of the salutary one- 
hour rule. 

‘The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Henxey] that he could accomplish 
his object better, and not embarrass the committee 
to whom the revision of the rules had been com- 


mitted, by moving the adoption of the one-hour 
rule. 


Mr. HOWELL COBB inquired if that would 


|| now be in order. 


and weekly papers, and it would be read by nine- | 


teen-twentieths of the entire population several 
days before the pamphlet which this House would 
issue could be transmitted to them. 
fore entirely unnecessary, and a useless expense to 
print the message alone; but, with the documents, 


it was there- | 


it was proper that it should be printed for circu- | 


lation. 
poruon of the resolution relating to the printing of 
the message without the accompanying documenis. 

Mr. BRODHEAD would not question the truth 
of the statement of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Hupson] that the message would reach 


the ditferent portions of the Union before the copiés | 


which he desired this House to 


furnish 15,000 copies without the documents, with |, 


the view of giving it to their constituents in a sha 
in which it could be preserved. This was his de- 
sign; this had been the practice, and he only asked 
for the customary number. 


furnish could | 
arrive there; but he had inserted the provision to || 


j 


i 
i 


Mr. SCHENCK, in corroboration of the obser- | 


vations of the gentlen.an from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Hvupson,] remarked, that this message was now at 
Pittsburg and Cincinnati, and other parts of that 
section of the Union, unless the telegraphic wires 
were broken; for he was advised that arrangements 


He moved, therefore, to strike out that || 


The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Heniey] might now give notice of 
his motion, one day’s notice being requisite. 

Mr. COBB inquired if that could be done when 
a motion was pending? 
| Mr. HENLEY persisted on his motion to re- 
_ consider. 


the table. 
Mr. JAS. THOMPSON moved that the House 


| do now adjourn. 
The motion to adjourn was agreed to, and the 


| 
| the clock, M., to-morrow. 
| 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 8, 1847. 
| The Hon. Jonn M. Crayton, of the State of 


of Massachusetts, appeared in their seats to-day. 
The Journal of yesterday having geen read— 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, whose creden- 
tials as a Senator of the United States from the 
Stute of Massachusetts, for the term of six years 
from and after the 4th day of March, 1847, were 
presented at the last session, after having taken the 
oath of office, which was administered to him at 


had been made to transmit thither the entire mes-,\| the hands of the Vice President, took his seat. 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved to lay that motion on 


House was adjourned accordingly to twelve of. 


a citizen of New York. : 
| Ordered, That they lie on the table, and be print- 
| ed. 
_ Mr. DICKINSON presented resolutions passed 
| by the Legislature of the State of New York, in- 
| structing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
| sentatives of that State in Congress, to use their 
|| best efforts to procure a repeal of certain provisions 
| of the laws regulating the franking privilege and 
|| the postage on letters and newspapers. . 
i! Mr. DICKINSON then said: Serious exception 
| has been taken to the clause of the postage law 
|| charging upon newspapers within thirty 
| ae of By pees here they ine printed. That 
| clause has been, it seems, received with great dis- 
|| approbation by the public; and in moving to refer 
these resolutions, as I shall, to the Post Office 
| Committee, when appointed, I shall think it proper 

to call the attention of the committee especially to 
|| this subject. I move, at present, that these reso- 
| lutions lie upon the table, 
_ Ordered, That they lie on the table and be 

printed. 
| Mr. DIX presented the memorial of Sarah Ann 
|| Hart, widow of B. F, Hart, late a purser in the 
|| Navy, praying a pension. 
| Ordered, That it lie on the table. 
| Mr. DIX presented a memorial of Sarah Ann 
_ Hart, widow, and Monmouth B. Hart, Joel Kelly, 
|| and William Close, sureties of Benjamin F. Hart, 
|| deceased, late a purser in the navy, praying that 
| a balance standing against him on the books of the 
‘treasury for certain stores which were lost by 








|| Delaware, and the Hon. Joun Davis, of the State | the wrecking of a United States vessel, may be 


cancelled. 
Ordered, That it lie on the table. 


| Mr. DIX fresented the memorial of Francis 0. 
| Dorr and Andrew C. Dorr, in behalf of their bro- 
|| ther, Gustavus Dorr, late a captain in the army, 
| who, they allege, was unjustly dismissed from the 
‘service for acts done while in a state of mental 
) derangement, caused by an or while 
| on duty, praying that he may be allowed a pension. 
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Ordered, That it lie on the table. {| 


Mr. ea, the petition of Phebe Wood | 

and Sylvia | 

Jeceased, praying an extension of the patent granted 

to their father for an improvement in the construc- | 

tion of the plough. — | 
Ordered, That it lie on the table. 


Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following res- | 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That on Monday next, at one o’clock, the Sen- 
ate will proceed to the appointment of standing committees, 
in accordance with the rules. | 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- | 
tel: That additional copies of the documents 
accompanying the President’s annual message be printed 
for the use of the Senate. | 

Mr. ALLEN: The number is left blank, be- | 
cause, upon conversing with a number of gentle- | 
men of this body, I found they were all agrced as | 
to the necessity for printing an additional num- | 
ber, but they disagreed as to the number that was | 
thought to be adequate. I believe it will be gen- | 
erally conceded, that there ought to be, of some | 
of these documents, a very large additional num- | 
ber printed, and it has been suggested by some of 
the intelligent and experienced members of the 
Senate that it would be well, probably, to print | 
a very large number of the report from the War 
Department and omit the printing of the others, 
because the events of the war in Mexico are of 
the highest degree of importance—as interesting 
not only the public feelings of the country, but 
interesting in a high degree the private feelings of 
so many families. I think, sir, that there are cir- 
cumstances connected with the whole action of 
this Government which make the reports from all 
the departments peculiarly interesting this year. | 
For instance, the same reason which gives extra- 
ordinary importance at this time to the report 
from the War Department, gives almost equal | 
importance to the report of ‘the Secretary of the 
Navy; so, too, as regards the report from the 
Treasury Department. The operation of the new 





system of finance which the country has recently | 


adopted gives a transcendent importance to that | 
report, in connexion with the report proceeding 
from that department of the Executive Govern- 
ment. So, too, of the report from the Post Office | 
Department. ‘That report will disclose the results | 
which experience has elicited as to the efficacy and | 
the policy of the new system of postage. The 
same reason, too, which gives importance to the 
reports of the Secretary of War and the Secretary 
of the Navy gives equal importance to the report 
from the State Department, as being the political 
feature of this war. Itis perfectly manifest, there- 
fore, that the reports from all the departments, 
owing to the peculiar circumstances of the coun- 
try and the peculiar developments of the recently 
adopted policy of the Government, are of tran- 
scendent iuportance to the country. For these 
reasons [ have left the number blank, in order that 





any gentleman may suggest a number with which | 


it shall be filled, which ay meet the general ap- 
propriation of the Senate. I will vote for the largest 
uumber which may be proposed. I ask the action 
of the Senate, at this time, upon the resolution. 
Mr. CAMERON. I move to fill the blank with 
ten thousand, which will be about two hundred 





for each member of the Senate; and I am induced 
todo this because by the recent act in regard to 
printing, the additional number will add very little 
to the cost. After the types have once been set, 
very little cost attends the printing. Besides, the 
message will be published in all the newspapers, 
and the public will have an opportunity to read it; 
but the documents being so large will not obtain 
equal publicity unless distributed by order of the 
Senate. 
_ Mr. NILES. I do not rise to oppose this mo- 
tion, sir. I think itisa very important one. If my 
honorable friend from Gio will move to reconsider 
the vote of yesterday , ordering the printing of twen- 
ty thousana copies of the message without the docu- 
ments, and five thousand with, ng twenty-five 
thousand in all, I might be inclined to sustain that 
mouon. Weare certainly beginning in a pretty lib- 
eral spirit in regard to the printing expenses of this 
body. And I wish to say a word at this time to my 
worthy friend from Pennsylvania, who, somehow, 


} 








nn Wood, children of Jethro Wood, || 


three are more than I can find time to read; and, 
if a very distinguished gentleman, who wasa Sen- || 


ator from Georgia some years ago, had been here 
when that motion was made, we should probably 


have -had a very serious debate before what that | 


gentleman would have denominated a gross abuse, 


and in fact a violation, as he thought, of the Con- || 
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| 
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stitution of the United States, would have received | 


the santion of this body. However, that is a 
small matter. I admit, with the honorable Senator 
from Ohio, that in the present interesting condition 
of the public affairs, the documents which are laid 
before us, ure perhaps of something more than or- 
dinary importance; and 1 would therefore be pre- 


pared, sir, to increase the number that we may be | 


disposed to publish of those decuments. But in 
regard to the message standing alone, I consider it 
altogether idle; for | hardly think I should under- 


take the drudgery of sending off the number that | 
would fail to my share, particularly after the cir- 


culation of the newspapers containing it. ‘There- 
fore, I see no necessity for increasing the number 
of copies of the message by itself. And I think it 


better to include all the documents, as it would | 
be difficult to make a discrimination which would | 


meet the wishes of every Senator.~ If the honora- | 
ble panes will make the motion that I have sug- | 


gested, 
now made. 

Mr. ALLEN. I will say, that as to the form 
in which the motion is put, | have no particular 


would prefer it to the one which he has | 


solicitude; but if the reconsideration of the vote | 


which was passed yesterday, to print 20,000 cop- 
ies, should result in a modification so as to print 
10,000 only, and the motion, as proposed to be 


amended by the Senator from Pennsylvania, | 


should pass, to print no more than 15,000 copies 


of the message and 10,000 of the documents, I | 


should have no objection: but if the object be 
barely to diminish the number of copies of the 


message, without increasing the number of the || 


documents, why, then, I shall be inclined to op- | 


ose it. 

Mr. NILES. 
too large: 15,000 of the message alone, and an ad- 
tional 10,000 with the documents, are too many. 


We are advancing pretty rapidly; we are making | 
rogress, | 
propose | 
| the printing of 5,000 copies, which will be ample. 

| Mr. WESTCOTT. I would inguire how many | 


ot more, | be- | 


too much progress. 
but I 


I am the friend of 
go not want to get along too fast. 


5,000 will give to each Senator. 


lieve, than about forty-eight copies. The reports 


| from the officers of the army to the Secretary at 
| War are very much sought for by the public; I 


| have received numerous applications for copies of || 
| these documents. 


Persons having relations in 


| Mexico would like to possess these documents in 
| a suitable form for preservation, instead of the 


| perishable newspaper. 


I hope the honorable Sen- 


| ator will withdraw his amendment, and that the 
| original motion will be so modified as to reduce 
| the number of the messages and increase that of 


| the reports. 


te 


ij 


_ throughout the whole country. 
| send off a single message unaccompanied by the 


If the copies of the message ordered 
yesterday had been furnished, I should have been 
in favor of using the whole number; but we will 
not receive them till to-morrow, probably, and in 
the mean time the message will be diffused 
I do not want to 


documents. 1 am in favor of printing the largest 
_ number which has been suggested. It will not be 
| too great for the wants of the country. 
Mr. MANGUM asked for the reading of the 
resolution; and it was accordingly again read by 
_ the Secretary. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I would inquire, what are 
| the documents accompanying the message? From 
—— departments are the reports? 


r. ALLEN. From all the departments; from | 


_ the War, the Navy, the Treasury, and the Post 
| Office Departments. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I wish for the reports from 
the War and Navy Departments. 

The question being put on filling the blank with 
| ten thousand, it was, upon a division, decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 32, noes not counted. 

The resolution as amended was then adopted. 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. Han- 
wecan asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill 





| for the relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones; 
| which was read a first and second time by unani- 
| mous consent, and considered in Committee of the 


stuck an additional daily paper upon us. Now, |! Whole. 


I think the number proposed is | 





| 





} 
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Mr. HANNEGAN., It is, I know, a rather 
unusual proposition. But I trust the extraordi- 
nary circumstances which occurred in relation to 
this bill, at the close of last session, will induce 


| the Senate to suspend the rules and give it a third 


reading now. The bill is now in Committee of 
the Whole; and without detaining the Senate more 
than a very few moments, I will simply state that 
it is the identical bill which passed both Houses 
last session without a division; at all events, with- 
out a division in the Senate, for it passed this body 
by a unanimous vote. I believe that the action of 
the other House was equally unanimous. It pass- 
ed the Senate on the last night of the session. On 
the way from the desk of the Secretary to the room 
of the Vice President, where the President was 
appending his signature to bills, it was lost in the 
lobby, and was not recovered tll after the adjourn- 
ment of Congress, when of course it could not be 
signed by the President. This circumstance would 
be remembered by the Senate. I will only add, 


|| that a widow and child need the passage of this 


measure; and [ trust there is no indelicacy in re- 
marking that prompt action on this bill is of essen- 
tial importance to them, 

No amendment being made, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed and read a third 
time by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That the bill pass, and that the title 
thereof be “ An act for the relief of the heirs of 
John Paul Jones.”’ 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives on this bill. 


Mr. NILES moved to reconsider the vote of 
yesterday ordering 25,000 copies of the message 
to be printed. He would then move to print 
10,000, as we had now ordered 10,000 of the docu- 


| ments. 


Mr. ALLEN had no objection. 
to go out together. 

The motion to reconsider having been agreed 
to, 

Mr. NILES moved to amend the resolution by 


They ought 


|| striking out twenty-five and inserting ‘ ten,”’ 


Mr. MANGUM understood that 27,000 were 
ordered yesterday. He thought it would be best 
to print 10,000, and add them to the documents 
now ordered. 

Mr. SEVIER. That is the motion. 

The amendment was adopted, and the resolu- 
tion as amended was agreed to. 


Mr. DIX gave notice that on to-morrow, or at 
some early day, he would ask leave of the Senate 
to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to establish a branch of the Mint of the 
United States, in the city of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Mangle M. Quacken- 


boss, 

Mr. BREESE gave notice that on to-morrow, 
or at some early day, he would ask leave of the 
Senate to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands; 

A bill to grant to the State of Illinois the right 
of way through the public lands, and for other 
purposes; 

A_ hill for the relief of Joseph Wilson; 

A bill to authorize persons to whom reserva- 
tions have been made under certain Indian trea- 
ties, to alienate the same in fee. 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice that he would, 
on to-morrow, or at some early dgy, ask leave of 
the Senate to introduce the following bill: 

A bill to amend the act in relation to seamen 
navigating waters in vessels of the United States, 


ke. 
Mr. GREENE gave notice that on to-morrow, 


| or at some early day, he would ask leave of the 
| Senate to introduce the following bill: 


A bill for the relief of Robert Purkis. 


Mr- ASHLEY gave notice that on to-morrow, 
or at some early day, he would ask leave of the 
Senate to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to establish a general’ preémption sys- 
tem; ; 

A bill to divide the judicial district of Arkan- 
sas into two judicial districts. 

Mr. HUNTER asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the 
relating to the claim of the heirs of John B, Gray- 
son, deceased. 

Mr. BREESE asked and obtained leave to 
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withdraw from the files of the Senate the papers | 


in the case of Nehemiah Brush. 

Mr. SEVIER asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Arkansas, upon the sub- 
ject of the removal of the raft of Red river; for the 
purpose of having it referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, Deeember 8, 1847. 


The SPEAKER announced as the first business 
in order, the motion of Mr. Cuiweman to lay upon 
the table the motion of Mr. Hentey to reconsider 
the vote adopting the rules of the last Congress, 
excepting the one-hour rule. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said, upon reflection, he 
would withdraw his motion to lay upon the table, 
as the time for which the rules were adopted would 
expire on the third Monday of this month, when 
the whole subject would come up for considera- 
tion. He would suggestto Mr. Hen tery to let the 
motion to reconsider to go over informally until 
that time. 

Mr. HENLEY assenting to Mr. Crineman’s 
suggestion, the motion to reconsider was informally 
laid over unul the third Monday of December. 


DRAWING FOR SEATS. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Avexanper Evans was then taken up. It was 
as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, immediately after 
the passage of this resolution, place in a box the name of 
each member and delegate of the House of Representatives 
upon a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed, in the 
presence of the House, to draw trom said box, one at a time, 
the sau pieces of paper, and as each is drawn he shall an 
nounce the name of the member upon it, who shall then 


choose his seat for the pre-ent session: Provided, That be» 


fore said drawing shall commence. ive Speaker shall cause 
every seat to be vacated, and shall see that each seat con- 
tinues vacant until it is selected uncer Uhis order”? 

Mr. SIMS moved to strike out the words * for 
the present session’’ where they occur, and insert 
‘‘for the present Congress.’’ The ainendment 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES wished, if it were 
in order, to move the postponement of this resolu- 
tion, for the purpose of completing the organiza- 
tion of the House by the election of all its officers. 

The SPEAKER intimated that such a mouon 
would be in order. 


Mr. JONES then, before he made the motion, 


would give one or two reasons why they should 
at once proceed to complete the organization of the 
House. 

If the House should now proceed to draw for 
seats, it would preclude the possibility of doing 
any other business during the fons for there would 
necessarily be much confusion attendant on the 
changes that would be made. To-morrow the 
House might not be able to elect a Sergeant-at- 
Arms, and he presumed the House would adjourn 


over the residue of the week to Monday next, ac- | 


cording to usual custom, to give the Speaker an 
opportunity to appoint the standing committees. 


Unless, then, the Sergeant-at-Arms were now ap- | 


pointed, no money could be drawn. (Laughter.] 
And there were a good many geatlemen here who 
had travelled long distances, of the state of whose 
finances he knew nothing, but he thought it very 
probable ‘that some of them were pretty well 
cleaned out. (Laughter.] In the present House 
there were many new members of Congress, who 
mignt have some delicacy in making known their 
condition; but when those new members had been 
here as long as some of them, they would find 
that it was not uncommon for members of Con- 
gress to be short of funds at the commencement of 
a session, and some of them at the end of it too. 
{Renewed laughter.) That was one reason why 


they should now proceed to complete the organi- | 


zation of the House. Another was, that he was 
always very unfortunate in lotteries, especially in 
drawing for seats. He had now a tolerably good 
position, and he was naturally desirous to retain 
it as long as possible, for come when this drawing 
might, he was satisfied he should find himself 
located in the Territories of the Oregon or Califor- 
nia of this House. He therefore moved the indefi- 
nite postponement of this resolution. 


The motion to postpone indefinitely was dis- 


agreed to. 


| Strohm, Sylvester, Tallmadge, ‘Thibodeaux, ‘l'aylor, ‘Tomp- 
| Kins, Richard W. ‘Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, 


| Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, 


| Smith, Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, Jaeob 'Thomp- 


| Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, Newall, Outlaw, 
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Mr. STANTON thought, if the House 
gamble for the seats of its members, or resort to || 
lotteries to determine their respective positions, ‘a t 
wheel’? should be substituted for the box in which | 
the ballots were to be deposited. This would be | 
more consistent with the mode to be resorted to, 
and more fair to each member. He therefore 
moved to strike out the word ** box’’ and insert || 
the word **-wheel.”’ 

The amendment was disagreed to. | 


Mr. PETTIT inquired if it was in order to | 
move to ae, sees the consideration of this resolu- || 
tion for two hours? If it were, he would move a | 
postponement to two o'clock, 


The amendment was not agreed to. | 


j 
i 
} 
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The original resolution was then adopted, and | 


the drawing and choice of seats was proceeded 
with. | 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
On motion of Mr. JAMIESON, 


Resolved, That this House do now proceed to the election | 
of Sergeant-at-Arms viva voce. 

The SPEAKER announced that nominations 
would now be_received; when 

Mr. BOYD nominated Newron Lane. 

Mr. POLLOCK nominated NatrHan SARGENT. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER nominated Cuar.es 
A. Wuirney. 

Mr. Boyp, Mr. Pottock, and Mr. Penp.eton, | 
were appointed tellers. 

The SPEAKER then directed the Clerk to call | 
the roll; which having been done, the tellers re- 
ported that the whole number of votes given were 


224; necessary to a choice 113; of which || 


Nathan Sargent received ......ccccccccessecessccellG 
WOON CANO soos 6 ee tdi ve GiGe tee ceetcss cect -. 96 
Charles A. Whitey.......... oe besees sees so cocese ae 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Nathan Surgent—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy 
Adams, Green Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Beicher, 
Blanchard, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, 
Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, 
Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Don- 
nell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, 
Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Far- 
relly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. 
Hail, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hornbeek, John W. Houston, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Iryjn, Join 
W Jones, Kellogg, ‘Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. King, 
William ‘T’. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, Melivaine, Marsh, 





Palirey, Pendleton, Poilock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rose, Koot, 
Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Slingerland, 
Caleb B. Smith, Truman Sinith, Stephens, Audrew Stewart, 


Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, Wilson, and 
Winthrop. 

For Mr. Newton Lane—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Reale, 
Bedinger, Black, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brod- 
head, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Burt, Cathcart, 
Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Howell 
Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Ed- 
sall, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin,. Fries, French, Green, 
Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, 
Henley, Hill, lsaac E. Holmes, George S. Houston, Inge, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jackson, Jamieson, Andrew 


Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, 
Lord, Lumpkin, McCiervand, McDowell, McKay, Mann, 
Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Murphy, Peaslee, Peck, 
Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, 
Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Robert | 


son, Robert A. Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, 
Turner, Venable, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wiley, | 
Wilmot, and Woodward. 

For Mr. Charles A. Whitney—Messrs. Bingham, Birdsall, 
Collins, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Maclay, McClelland, 
McLane, Nicoll, Stanton, Starkweather, and Charles E. 
Stuart. 


NatHan Sareent, having received a majority 
of the whole number of votes given, was declared 
duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms of the House- of | 
Representatives for the Thirtieth Congress; and, 


presenting himself at the Speaker’s table, he was || 


qualified according to law, and entered upon the | 
discharge of the duties of his office. 
On motion of Mr. CALEB B. SMITH, 


Resolved, That this House do now proceed to the election | 
of a Doorkeeper viva voce. 


The SPEAKER announced that nominations | 





would be now received. i \| 


Mr. C. B. SMITH nominated Rosert E. Hor- 
NOR. 
Mr. FICKLIN nominated Cornexivs S. Wurr- 
NEY. P 

Mr. C. B. Smrrn, Mr. Fiexusy, and Mr. Levin, | 


‘| were appointed tellers. 


would {| ‘The SPEAKER then directed the Clerk to cal 


| Cabell, Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Collan e-,¢ 


‘ied > 


the roll; which, having been done, the tellers ;o. 
ported the whole number of votes given were 224. 
necessary to a choice 113; of which— : 


Robert BE. Hornor received............ re? See 117 
Cornelius 8. Whitney....... 


The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Robert E. Hornor—Messrs. Abbott, Join Quincey 


|| Adams, Green Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, fej. 


cher, Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, Brady, Buckner. But), . 


: : : On- 
er, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, 


Jonnell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Duny 
Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans’ 
Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, Fulton, Gayle, G»y’ 
try, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan 
K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Ha kelj 
Henry, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Hornbeck, John W’ 


|| Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 


Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, Da).- 
iel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Levin, Linco'n, Mel}. 
vaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Nes 
Newall, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendteton, Pettit, Pollock, Pres. 
ton, Putuam, Reynolds, Julius Rockweil, John A. Rock. 


|| well, Roman, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Scheuek, 


| Shepperd, Sherrill, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Sylvester, t'q}). 
madge, Thibodeaux, Taylor, Tompkins, Richard W. Thon p. 
son, John B. Thompson, Tooinhs, Tuck, Vah Dyke, Vintou, 
Warren, White, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

‘or Mr. Cornelius S. Whitney—Mesers. Atkinson, Bay'y, 


|| Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, Black, Bocock, Bow. 


don, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Srown, Charles 
| Brown, Burt, Cathcart, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Bey- 
erly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Co). 
lins, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Feather. 
| ston, Ficklin, Fries, French, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hamn- 
mons, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, Isaac £, 
Holmes, George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, | ver- 
| son, Jackson, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James 
H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kauf. 
man, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, 
Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, McC eri and, 
| McDowell, McKay, McLane, Mann, Meade, Miller, Mor- 
| ris, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, 
Phelps, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, 
| Sawyer, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Rebe t S.nith, Stanton, 
| Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Strong, ‘Thomas, Janes 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Wil- 
liam ‘Thompson, Thurston, Turner, Venable, Wentworth, 
Wick, Williams, Wiley, Wilmot, and Woo.1ward. - 
Rosert E. Hornor, having received a majority 
of the whole number of votes given, was declared 
duly elected Doorkeeper of the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the Thirtieth Congress; and, present- 
ing himself at the Speaker’s table, he was qualified 
according to law, and entered upon the discharge 
of the duties of his office. 


On motion of Mr. ELIAS B. HOLMES, 


Resolved, That this House do now proceed to the elec- 
tion of a Postmaster of the House of Representatives of the 
United States for the Thirtieth Congress rivu voce. 


The SPEAKER announced that nominations for 
Postmaster would now be received. 


Mr. McDOWELL nominated Joun M. Joun- 
SON. 
BARRINGER nominated Wittiam J. 


Mr. 
McCormick. 

Mr. McDowe.rt, Mr. Barrincer, and Mr. 
Po.iock, were appointed tellers. ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired if a motion to 
adjourn was in order? 

The SPEAKER said a motion to adjourn was 
always in order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, as the thirst for 
blood ought to be sated by this day’s work, he 
| would move that the House do now adjourn. 

The question being put, it was rejected. 

The SPEAKER then directed the Clerk to call 
the roll; which being done, the tellers reported 
that the whole number of votes given were 221; 
necessary to a choice 111; of which— 


John M. Johnson received ........cceeeeeeeeeeseee dll 
William J. McCormick. ......cccccccccescecesceeeklO 


The following is the vote: 


For Mr. John M. Johnson—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, 
Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, Birdsall, Black, Bocock, Bow- 
don, Bowlin, oyd Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, 
Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Collins, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Edsall, Faran, Fea- 
therston, Ficklin, Fries, French, Green, Willard P. Hall, 
Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, 
George 8. Houston, John W. Houston, Inge, Charles J. 
1 ; Iverson, Jackson, Jamieson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, eorge W. 
Jones, Kaufman Kennon, Lahm, La Fére, Sidney Law- 

rence, Leffler, Levin, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClelland, M@Ciernand, McDowell, McKay, McLane, 
Mann, Meade, \.iller, Morris, Morse, Murphy, ee oe 
| Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Palfrey, 
| Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Simpson, 
Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles 
| E. Stuart, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomas, James Thompson, 
| Jacob Thompson, Robert A. Thom, 








, William Thompson, 


| Thurston, Turner, Venable, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, 
Wiley, Wilmot, and Woodward. 











1847. 


For Mr. Wm. J. McCormick—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy | 





Adams, Green Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Belcher, || 


Blanchard, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cadell, | 
Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, 

Cranston, Crisfield, r 
nell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Exiwards, Embree, 

Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans?Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, | 
‘reedley, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gou, 

Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hamp- 

ton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Hittiard, Isaac E. | 
Holmes, Elias B. Hohnes, Hornbeck, Hubbard, Hudson, 
ilunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, 
Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. Kang, William T. Lawrence, 
Lineoln, Meflvaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, | 
Nelson, Nes, Newell, Outlaw, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, | 
Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, itoman, hose, Root, | 
2umsey, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Slinger- 
jand, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Strohm, Sylvester, ‘T'allmadge, Taylor, Tompkins, 
Richard W. Thompson, Jobn B. ‘Thompson, Toombs, ‘Tuck, | 


} 


Vandyke, Vinton, Warren, White, Wilson, and Winthrop. || 


Joun M. Jounson, having received a majority | 
of the whole number of votes given, was declared | 


duly elected Postmaster of the House of Repre- 


sentatives to the Thirtieth Congress. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. WHITE gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day, he would move to amend 
the rules of the House, so as to provide for the 
appointment of a Committee on the Smithsonian 
Institution. 


* CONGRESS LIBRARY. 
Mr. COLLAMER offered the following resolu- | 


tion: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That a joint commit- 
tee of three members of each House be appointed to direct | 
and superintend the expenditure of all moneys appropriated 
for the purchase of books for the Library of Congress, and | 
all such other matters pertaining to the said library not 
otherwise provided for by law. 


Pending said resolution, the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 9, 1847. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury Department, 
made agreeably to law, accompanied by copies of | 
the Treasurer’s accounts with the United States 
for the third and fourth quarters of 1846, and first 
and second quarters of 1847, as adjusted by the 
accounting officers of the treasury. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Second Auditor 
of the Treasury, made agreeably to law, transmit- 
ting copies of such accounts as have been rendered 
by persons charged or intrusted with the disburse- 
ment or application of moneys, goods, or effects, 
for the benefit of the Indians, from the lst October, 
1845, to the 30th September, 1846, inclusive; to- 
gether with a statement containing a list of the 
names of all persons to whom goods, moneys, or 
effects, have been delivered within the same period, 
specifying the amount and object for which they 
were intended, the amount accounted for, and the 


balances (under each specific head) still remaining 
in their hands. 


Mr. BREESE presented the petition of Doro- |) and to the general acceptance of the public. 


thea Payne, widow of Adams Payne, deceased, a 
soldier in the last war with Great Britain, praying 
that she may be allowed a pension. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the petition of David | 
B. Sears, of Illinois, praying the right of preémp- 
tion ‘to a certain tract of Jand. 

Mr. CLARKE presented resolutions of the State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in | 
favor of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the | 
Pacific coast, and the appropriation of public lands | 
on the route, for the purpose of effecting that ob- | 
Ject; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALE asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw from the files of the Senate the petition and 
papers of William Fuller and Orlando Saltmarsh. 

r. NILES asked and obtained leave to with- 











and Abel 
Mr. STURGEON asked and obtained léave to | 


withdraw from the files of the Senate the memo- || ab 


rial of Titian R. Peale and_accompanying docu- | 
ments, 

_ Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: . 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate a copy of the military reconnoissance 
of the route from Fort Leavenworth, in Missouri, to San 
Diego, in California, by Lieutenant William H. Emory, of 
the Topographical Engineers, with the map of the said route, 





THE 


Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Don- || 


|| from Connecticut, died at his residence in Nor- 


it 


and of the Arkansas, Del Norte, and Gila rivers; as also the 
| report of Colonel Philip St. George Cooke’s route to Cali- 
fornia, after diverging from the track of General Kearny. 


| journ, it adjourn to meet on Monday. 
Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS requested the Sen- | 

| ator from Illinois to withdraw his motion for the 

present, as the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 


i! ee expected every moment. 


| Mr. BREESE. Mine is not a motion to ad- | 
| Journ. 


Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


the Senator. 
The motion was then agreed to; and it was 


I misunderstood 


| to Monday next. 
THE LATE SENATOR HUNTINGTON. 


| follows: 


vacation, one of its members has been removed by | 
| death. 


The Hon. Janez W. Hountineron, a Senator 


| wich, in that State, on the second day of Novem- 
| ber last. His sickness was short, but severe, 


|| which he bore with the Christian fortitude becom. | 
ing a strong mind, and died with calmness and re- || 
signation and an abiding hope of a happy immor- | 


tality. 

Of the public services'and private character of my 
late colleague, | deem it necessary to say but a few 
| words on this oceasion. 


| best, and were enabled most justly to appreciate 


| his abilities and manly virtues, will take care that || 


justice be done to his memory. 

With the advantages of a regular classical edu- 
cation, Mr. Huntineron prepared himself for the 
legal profession, which he entered upon with a 
| high promise of success, which his talents and in- 
dustry soon realized. 
a reputation and standing at the bar which com- 
manded the respect of his professional brethren, 
and the confidence of the public. 

In connexion with his professional business, he 
was for several years associated with the late Judge 
Gould in alaw school, where his lectures evinced 
the extent and accuracy of his legal acquirements. 


1828 to takea partin the public councils of his 
State and country—first as a member of the State 

Legislature, then as a Representative in the twen- 
| ty-first Congress of the United States, followed by 
a reélection to the twenty-second, and again to the 
| twenty-third Congress. During his five years ser- 
| vice in the House of Representatives, he was dis- 
| tinguished for his industry and for his zealous and 
laborious devotion to public duties. 
1834, whilst one year of his congressional term 
remained, he was called to a seat on the bench of 


charged for six years with faithfulness and ability, 
From 
this exalted station, in 1840 he was transferred to 
the Senate of the United States, to fill an unexpired 


term of four years, and was subsequently reélect- | 


ed for six years from the 4th of March, 1845. 


industry—his habits of research and investiga- 
tion—his zealous and laborious devotion to public 
business—it is not necessary for me to speak, as 
those of you who were associated with him in 
these high duties can bear testimony to his labors, 
his researches, and his ability. 

If he sometimes displayed the ardor of the par- 
tisan, all, I think, will accord to him the merit of 
frankness, sincerity, and honesty in his opinions 
and purposes, If zealous as a politician, he was a 





d ~ || sincere friend to his country, and ardently sought 
raw the pan and papers of Walter Loomis | to advance what he believ 


to be its highest inter- 
ests, its most enduring fame. : 

Both in his public career and in his irreproach- 
le character in the walks of private life, it is suffi- 
cient to say that he well sustained the honor of the 
name he bore, distinguished as it has been in the 
public history of his native State. 

In concludiug these remarks, I hope to be ex- 
cused for alluding to the unexampled bereavements 
which the Senate has sustained the past year in 
the death of four of its members, all in the prime 
of life, all endeared to their associates, and all sus- 
taining a high and honorable standing here and 


gi 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BREESE moved that when the Senate ad- || 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be || 


Mr. NILES rose and addressed the Senate as || 


Mr. Present: It ig a painful duty devolved || 
|| upon me to announce to the Senate that, during its 


Those who knew him | 


At an early age he attained | 


From this field of his labors he was removed in || P 


In* May, | 


the supreme court of judicature of the State ; the || 
arduous and responsible duties of which he dis- | 


Of his services in this body—his remarkable | 


15 
| 


| before the country. May these dispensations of 
| Providence admonish us that public honors and 
| exalted station do not add the least strength to the 
tenure by which we hold our lives. May they 
remind us all that the exciting scenes which sur- 
round us, and the deep interest in questions which 
come before us, may concern us individually but 
for a day or an hour; anc, oy moderating the in- 
temperance of partisan zeal, may they dispose the 
minds of all, at this interesting crisis of our public 
affairs, to act with moderation and justice, and with 
a single view to the best and hiicheot interests of 
our common country. e 

Mr. NILES concluded by offering the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Senate, from a sincere 
desire of showing every mark of respect due to the memory 
of the Hon. Janez W. Huntineton, late a member thereof, 


will go into mourning by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 


\| Resolved, unanimously, That, as an additional mark of 


respect for the memory of the Hon. Mr. Hunrineron, the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Repre- 
sentatives accordingly. 


| ‘The resolutions having been adopted, 
|| The Senate adjourned. 


| 

| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 9, 1847. 

1 Another member, to wit, Mr. Timotny Pints - 
| pury, from the State of Texas, appeared, was 
| qualified, and took his seat in the House to-day. 
|| Mr. JAMIESON said that, in order to complete 
|| the organization of the House by the appointment 


| of the standing committees, and to afford the 
| SPEAKER time, he moved that when the House 
|, adjourn it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
| Avreed to. 

| The resolution moved yesterday by Mr. Cotna- 
|| MER, providing for a Joint Committee on the 
it 

| 

| 


Gem 


} 


Library, was taken up, read, and agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD gave notice that on to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, he would ask leave to 
introduce a bill entitled ** An act to repeal so much 

|_of the 13th section of the act entitled *An act to es- 
tablish certain post routes and for ether purposes,’ 
approved March 3, 1847, as authorizes a charge of 
|| postage on newspapers conveyed in the mail with- 
|| mn thirty miles from the city, town, or other place 
1 in which the paper is or may be published.” 


| CONGRESSIONAL CHAPLAINS. 
| 


| 
| 
a 
it 


|| Mr. POLLOCK offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, (the Senate coneurring,) That two Chaplains to 
|| Congress, of different denominations, be elected, one by 
|| each House, to officiate during the present session, and tat 
they shall interchange weekly. 

Mr. PETTIT rose to detain the House for a 
| few moments only, simply to reiterate what he 
'| had heretofore said on the subject which this res- 
olution presented, to their consideration, and for 
the utterance of which he had been exposed to 
great reproach. He was impressed with the sol- 
emn conviction that this House had no power— 
that the two Houses of Congress together had no 
power—to appropriate the public money for reli- 
|| gious purposes; and hence he was opposed to the 
|| passage of this resolution. To him the proposi- 

tion was plain, that the National Legislature had 
no power at all to legislate on the subject of reli- 

ion; and surely they could not appropriate money 
or purposes respecting which they had no power 
to legislate. No member on that floor would 
surely present the absurd proposition that they 
had power to legislate on the subject of religion in 
any form; for the franiers of the Constitution had 
wisely prohibited their doing so by the provisions 
of that instrument, which was given to them for 
their government. When the States organized 
their Governments, in some of them there existed 
an established religion, in others there were vari- 
ous religions alike tolerated, while in some there 
was a great preponderance of one. The New 
es States were almost all puritanical, Mary- 
land was almost exclusively Catholic—the univer- 
sal religion, the Catholic faith, having been adopt- 
ed by them. Other States had many religions. 
In order, therefore, to avoid a collision of creeds 
and the interests of these various denominations, 
and to avoid trampling on the rights and privileges 
of any, in the Constitution a provision was in- 
se prohibiting Congress from making any law 
respecting an established religion. If, then, Con- 
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gress could not legislate on the subject of religion, 
it certainly followed—this at least was clear to his 
mind—that they could not appropriate money 
where they could not legislate. 

A few days since, in the presence of the Speaker 
and of the the he held up his hand, and, so- 
lemnly appealing to the Supreme Being, promised 
to support the Constitution of these United States 
‘so help me God,” and it was his sincere purpose 


to adhere to that solemn obligation. He was | 
bound to support the Constitution as he under- | 


stood it, and he could not recognise any power as 
possessed of the right to construe that instrument 
for him, or to control his actions under it, 

He did not wholly object to the adoption of the 
resolution; for he was prepared with an amend- 
ment to provide substantially for the accomplish- 
ment of the same purpose. He did not object to 
the election or appointment of Chaplains and the 


opening of the deliberations every morning by an | 


appeal, to the Throne of Grace; and he had no 
doubt, constituted as they were, that this body 
would need such appeals. Whether they should 
be able to derive much good from them he did not 
know. It would be well for them if they should 
geta devout man to pray for them: he hoped they 
should get one, for they were assured that the 
‘‘fervent prayer of the righteous avaieth much.”’ 
The prayer of any other would not be heard; and 
hence, by the choice of any other, they should 
not be profited, 

But he had to the resolution a serious objec- 
tion, and he now gave notice that he should offer 
an amendment and an addition to it. First, as an 
amendment, he should ask the House to strike out 
the words ‘different denominations,” and fora 
very good and obvious reason, which must appeal 
to all men of common sense... Why was it, he 
asked, that the two Houses of Congress should be 
compelled to employ chaplains of different denom- 
inations under this resolution? If there werea 
relizion at all, there must be a true, a universal, a 
catholic religion. Sut, as there were many sects, 
while there was orthodoxy, there was also hetero- 
doxy. If, then, out of six hundred and forty dif- 
ferent denominations into which the Christian 
world is divided, there be but one right and true 
religion—and he held that there could be but one 
right,and pure, and holy—this House might choose 


the right, and the Senate, under this resolution, | 
must be content with the heterodox; or the House | 


might be in this position if the Senate should first 
choose its chaplain, and elect from the true church. 
Under such circumstances the Senate would have 
pure and undefiled religion preached to them, but 
the House must submit to have broadcast amongst 
them that which was not true. He was aware 


that these chaplains were to exchange weekly, and | 
thus one week they should listen to the proper | 
authority, and their prayers might be acceptable | 
at the Throne of Grace; but on the next week they | 
would have oneof a different denomination, whose 


prayers could not possibly be heard. Now—and 
he was not disposed to urge this subject further— 
how childish it was to prescribe such a limitation. 
If a majority of the Senate should prefer a Catho- 
lic, although a majority of this House might be 
Catholics, they would be prohibited in their selec- 
tion to elect a chaplain of their own creed, The 


same observation would apply to all other denomi- | 


nations, 


And why, he would ask, if they were | 


Methodists, should they not have a Methodist | 
chaplain here? He repeated that the restriction in | 
this resolution was childish and absurd; and he | 
should first move to strike out the words * difler- | 
ent denominations,”’ so that all creeds and denomi- | 


nations should be at liberty to come and participate 
in the scramble for the pfize. 

. He should next ask the House to add to the 
resolution this provision : * Provided, Such chap- 
lains shall be paid by the members of the respec- 
tive Houses, and the United States shall not be 
liable for their salaries nor any part thereof.’’ He 


should ask for the adoption of this proviso, be- | 


cause he doubted the propriety of appropriating 
money from the public treasury for such pur- 
poses, while the Constitution of the United States 


retained its existing provision prohibiting legisla- 


tion on the subject of religion. He had no objec- 
tion, as he had said already, to commence each 
day’s deliberations with prayer, and for the ser- 


vices of a chaplain he would pay as much as any | 


one, 


He was not aware that he needed as much | 
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but he was willing to pay as much again. In this 
respect he was disposed to be liberal. If they con- 
tinued the remuneration heretofore given—$500— 
the proportion of each would be $2 30; but he 
would pay $5 of that amount. It was not from a 
dislike of prayer that he thus objected, but from 
a conviction that they had no power to put their 
hands into the public treasury — take the mo- 
ney which was drawn from beliéver and unbe- 
hever, Christian and Jew, Gentile and Mahomet- 
an, and pay fora religion in which so many who 
contributed to that common fund did not believe. 
He believed that they had no such power. He 
spoke prompted by a consciousness of doing right. 
He would detain the House but little longer, | 
though he would take occasion to say that he had 
spoken on this subject to his constituents over and 
over again, and they knew that he came here pre- 
pared to pursue this course so long as they hon- 
ored him with a seat on this floor. He was aware 
that he had exposed himself to great aspersions, 
hut this did not influence him. He could, if it 
were necessary, give some beautiful illustrations | 
of the class of men that aspersed him—men, some 
of them, whose hair would not have grown but for 
Executive clemency. Yes, he had been denounced 
by men who had not been two weeks from within 
the walls of a penitentiary for the violation of the 
laws both of God and man—the-shedder of a 
brother’s blood. The denunciations of such men 
he heeded not, for he had acted from a conscious- 
ness of duty and of right; and he now in the same 
spirit asked the House to relieve him from the ne- 
cessity of voting for a chaplain of a denomination 
ditierent from the one the Senate should select, 
and relieve him from the unpleasant necessity of 
voling against this resolution. If a respectable 
chaplain could be obtained, he repeated his offer to | 
pay double the amount that any other member 
should pay. He desired the services of a chap- 
lain, but he was convinced this House had no 
pe to appropriate money for such purposes. 
f it could be done for such purposes here, it could 
be done for like purposes elsewhere. The power | 
by which they could do so here, would enable | 
them to provide chaplains for every precinct and | 
township in the country, and to compel the people | 
to pay into the treasury money ostensibly for the || 
support of the army and the navy, from which to | 
pay for such chaplains as Congress might appoint 
for them. If they had power to do it here, they 
had power to do it over the whole Union, and | 
thus the Constitution would be subverted. He | 
desired the members of this House to pay their | 
own chaplains as they paid for everything else. 
These were not services to be rendered to the 
Union, but to them individually, and hence they | 
should pay for such services themselves. He | 
concluded by moving to strike out the words “* of | 
different denominations,”’? and add, “ Provided, | 
Such chaplains shall be paid by the members of the | 
respective Houses, and the United States shall not || 
| 


be liable for their salaries or any part thereof.”’ 
The amendment having been read— 


| 
that the vote might be taken first on the striking || 
out, on which he asked for the yeas and nays. 1 
The yeas and nays were not ordered, and the | 
motion to strike out was negatived. 
The question then recurred on the motion to 
amend, by adding the proviso. 
Mr. P. called for the yeas and nays thereon, | 
which were,not ordered. 
‘The amendment was then rejected. \ 
The questiow again recurred on the original re- || 
solution. 
Mr. PETTIT moved an adjournment. Lost. 
‘The resolution was then adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HENLEY offered the followifig resolution: || 


Resolved, That the standing committees of this House be | 
now appointed. i} 
Mr. VINTON inquired whether the standing 
committees, if appointed, would not expire in ten | 
days, with the rules under which the House now | 
acted, | 
The SPEAKER replied that, by a resolition of 
the House, the existing rules were operative until | 
the third Monday of the present month. 
Mr. VINTON was understood to say that he || 
desired to guard against a possible contingency to || 
which he had referred, and also to divide the du- | 


_ establishment of a Home 


'rass the project of the gentleman 


of the other committees. 


| committees that were to be appo 
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House, and therefore he offered a series of resoly- 
tions as a substitute for the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Henvey.] 

[Of these resolutions we failed to procure a copy, 


| They proposed to divide the duties of the Com. 


mittee on Commerce “between a Committee on 
Foreign Commerce and a Committee on Commerce 
among the States.] 

Mr. COBB rose to a point of order. He de- 
sired to be informed whether the resolutions of the 
gentleman from Ohio could be received as a sub. 
stitute for the resolution of the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Hentey.] The gentleman from 
Ohio in fact offered a new rule in relation to a 
standing committee as an amendment to a resoly- 


' tion, Which he apprehended was not in order. To 


such a course he objected. 
The SPEAKER remarked, that if objection 
were made, one day’s notice would be necessary 


, before the House could act upon the proposition 


of the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. VINTON would move then to amend the 
resolution of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr, 


| Henzey] by adding “except the Committee on 
_ Commerce,” and a provision to limit the appoint- 


ment of the committees to the present session, 

Mr. HENLEY accepted the latter part of the 
amendment. . 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL inquired if it was pro- 
posed by this resolution to appoint the committees 
forthwith. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was simply pro- 


' posed to give the Chair authority to appoint the 


usual standing committees. 

Mr. JAMIESON asked whether, the rules of the 
last Congress having by resolution been adopted 
by the present House to be in force until the select 
committee on that subject should report, the ne- 
cessity for such a resolution as this was not there- 
by superseded, and the Speaker could not now 
proceed, without other authority, to appoint the 


| committees? 


Mr. STANTON, too, inquired whether the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, even in 
its modified form, was now in order? 

The SPEAKER understood it was simply an 
amendment to suspend the authority to appoint 
the Committee on Commerce, and he considered it 
in order. 

Mr. VINTON reminded the House of the vast 
extent of this Union, the great amount of its com- 
merce, and the growing importance of our com-¢ 
mercial relations, not only between the several 
States of this Union, but with foreign nations, 
which furnished in his judgment, sufficient busi- 
ness for two distinct committees of this House, 
such as his resolutions contemplated. The inter- 
nal commerce among the States would, of course, 
embrace the coasting trade between Boston and 
New York, or New York and New Orleans, which 


| was as much internal trade as that between Chi- 


cago and New York, or Cleveland and Boston. 
He was desirous to see a committee on the internal 
trade of the Union appointed, because, great as 
that commerce now was, and great as were the 
resources of this country, we knew comparatively 
nothing of them—nothing of what we were doing; 
nor should we ever know anything of ourselves 
until we had a Home Department by which we 
could obtain statistics of our trade. With these 
views, he had proposed the appointment of such 
a committee, with the ae of preparing for the 

epartment. If we had 
a committee to take into consideration the trade 
among the States, it would be enabled not only to 
direct attention to that important branch of com- 
merce, but to lay before the House such facts as 
would enable them to know its extent, to provide 


| for its encouragement, and to secure its apprecia- 


tion by the people of the United States. Then, 
and not till then, should we be able to understand 
and realize ngt only what we are doing, but what 
we are capable of doing. = 

Mr. COLLAMER, without intending to embar- 
rom Ohio, 
thought the adoption of such an exception as he 
had now moved might obstruct the appointment 
It was very desirable 
that the Spexker should have before him all the 
inted, that he 
might make proper selections of gentlemen to 
serve on each; and therefore he would propose an 
amendment whereby authority should be given 


again as any other member the benefits of prayer, || ties of one of the standing committees of this |! not only to appoint all the other committees as 
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